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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—UNIVERSITY, LEAVE TO
PROFESSOR SHANN.

Mr. SLEFMAN asgked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What amount annually has been
paid during the last three years as a subsidy
to the University of Western Australia? 2,
What salary has been paid to Professor
Shann by the University, with travelling
expenses, it any! 3, What ave the terms
and conditions under which Professor Shann
has been relieved by the University fo write
what appears to be political propaganda for
the Bank of New South Wales against the
present Commonwealth Government? 4,
What are his qualifieations, and who recom-
mended him for his position? 5, Is Pro-
fessor Shann at present drawing any salary
or allowence from the University of West-
ern Australin? 6, Has his absence from the
University lessened the efficiensy of the pro-
fessorial staff? 7, Is it the intention of the
University to ask Professor Shann to resume
duty ? 8, If so, when?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 1928-29, £30,000; 1929-30, £31,000;
1930-31, £31,000. 2 to 8, This information
i= not in the possession of the Government,
as Professor Shann is an employee of the
Eniversity, whence snch information should
be obtained direct.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE, CARTING
ALLOWANCES.

Mr. MARSHALL (for Hon. W. D. John-
son) asked the Minister for Lands: 1, What
was the total numher of farmers to whom
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carting allowances were made? 2, What was
the total amount paid? 3, What was the
number who received super. from the Agri-
enltural Bank for the season and to whom
carting aillowances were made. 4, What was
the tonnage so supplied?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, 165, 2, £7,685 13s. 3d. 3, 76 from the
Agrieultural Bank, plus others who were
able to make their own arrangements. 4,
530.

QUESTION--UNEMPLOYMENT.
Grubbing Poison Areas.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has the Minister considered
the suggestion of Mr. Stuart Patterson, of
Kellerherrin, that unemployed men with
bush knowledge should be put to work this
winter in the poison plant infested country,
to grub that plant? 2, Is this a feasible
proposal and can he take steps to make
practical use of it?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. The question is one that re-
quires the consideration of the Ministers
for Lands and/or Agrieulture. The Unem-
ployment Relief Department can supply the
labour. 2, Answered by No, 1.

MOTION-—AGRICULTURAL
INDUSTRY.

Withdrawn.

MR. GRIFTITHS (Avon) [4.35]: The
following motion appears on the XNotice
Paper in my name:—

That in the opinion of this House a Royal
Commission should be at onece appointed to
inguire into the whole position of the agri-
cultural industry with a view to getting it
placed oh a payable business footing: this
commisgion to include in its investigations
the varions proposals mooted regarding Em-
pire preference, the quota system, curreney,
and interest, in addition to local production
costs such as land tax, rates, living and
working eXpenses, ete.

1 wish to explain to the House why I tabled
this motion, and to ask leave to withdraw it.

Mr. Corboy: Can that be done?

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member
desire to withdraw the motion?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Thai is my desire.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
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MOTION—LAND AND HOMES

LIMITED.
To Inguire by Royal Commission.
MR. WELLS (Canning) [437): I

move—

That in the opinion of this House, a Koyal
Commisgion shoudd be appeinted to inquire
into the transactions of a firm of land agents
carrying on business in this city under the
name of Land and Homes, Limited.

Before dealing with the subject matter of
this motion I wish to draw the attention of
members to a paragraph appearing in to-
day’s paper in the form of an advertisement
inserted by Land and Homes Limited. The
paragraph sets out that the company would
welcome any investigation into their busi-
ness by a Royal Commission which would
not consist of politicians, af whose request
they had refused fo cancel any contracts
entered into by pevsons resident in their
€lectorates, by whom they expected to be
paid for any properties that had been pur-
chased. In this paragraph there is a refer-
ence to politicians. 1 wish to say that I
have never been info the office of the com-
pany to intercede on hchalf of any of my
constituents. I do not know the gentlemen
personally. I was prompted to take action
in this matter because during the past 12
months numerous complaints have been
made by the general puoblic and through the
Press ¢oncerning the methods adopted in the
disposal of bloeks of land in their various
estates. These culminated a few days ago
in a larpe depuiation coming to Parliament
House to ask some member to do what was
possible to relieve the situation in which
people found themselves. The deputation
comprised about 45 of the <lienfs of the
company. Thev stated their cases, which
show eonclusively that they have very good
grounds for complaint concerning the
methods adopted by the company. I realise
that if a person, after inspecting a bloek of
land, appends his signature to a contract of
sale, this is a legal document and the pur-
chaser is legally bound to comply with the
conditions. There is no doubt that many
of these people have made a bad deal. I
have frequently made bad deals myself, but
have done so with my eyes open and have
had to foot the bill. Reecently I paid a de-
posit on the allocation of two shares in con-
nection with a vessel called the “Lygnern,”
believing that I wonld get more than my
money back from the sale of the goods upon
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hev. YWhat I hoped for did not happen, and
I have had to part with £30 and look
pleasant. There was, however, no misrepre-
sentation se far as the purchase of those
shares went.

Mr. Parker: You were Incky to have the
money.

Mr. WELLS: But I bave not got it now.

AMr. Withers: This is the place to take it
from you.

AMr. WELLS: The large majority of the
clients of this company kave, | think, been
indured to buy land by inisrepresentation.
1f misrepresentation can be proved—a diffi-
cult thing to do-——thesec people ecan show
Jjustification for théir complaint, and for the
attempt to get some relief from the supposed
contracts that many have signed.  As a bov
1 wons fold that the qualification of a sales-
man was that he was ahle to persuade a
person to buy something t2at person did not
want. Evidently this company possess the
type of salesman who ean do this, I have
heen told that the manager has informed
peaple that, so far as his salesmen were con-
cerned, he was quite satisfied that the bigger
the liar the hetter the salesman.

Hon. P. Collier: Espeeially with regard
to land.

Mr. WELLS: No doubl gquile a number
of these blocks were bought during pros-
perous times. Many of the purchasers real-
ised when they had signed the contracts that
they had made a bad deal, but felt the re-
sponsihility to a large extent rested upon
them, and theyv were prepared to carty on so
long as they could swallow the conditions of
purchase and ecomply with the contract.
Owing to the depression they probably found
they were unable to pay, end are perfectly
justified in thinking that the eases have been
misrepresented to them, and in iaking every
step possible to relieve themselves of their
obligations under these supposcd contraets.

AMr. Marshall: Doubtless they believed the
terms of the contract when they signed.
These things eut hoth ways.

Mr. WELLS: What they did sign was
not a contraet.

Mr. Corboy: It is fairly evident that the
contract was altered after they had signed
it.

Mr. WELLS: T will deal wicth that later.
Cne of the first estates the company handled
was known as the Hurlingham Estate, just
on the borders of South Perth and Victoria
Park, adjacent to the Swan River. It may
be a nice place in the sammer, but in the
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winter it is practically a swamp, and a large
portion of it is under water.

Mr. Raphael: Is that the site of the
Canning camp that vou advocated people
should go to?

Mr. WELLS: I never advocated that any-
one should go there, but &s they are there I
am doing my best to make the people com-
fortable. We find this sott of (hing appear-
ing in the company’s advertisements con-
cerning the Hurlingham Estate. They paint
fine word pictures. They speak of the
charming river and countryside within a mile
and three-quarters of the city central; of
its woodland surroundings and of its ex-
quisite beauty; of its delightful scenery; of
its views of the Swan River; of its fine
elevation and excellent climate; of its won-
derful roads, its splendid winding streets;
its magnifieent trees; its bird life; its water
and electrieity and gas supply, acd so forth.
Regarding that particular estate, members
will notice that there is a clause that sets
out distinetly that the company have already
undertaken the expenditure of hundreds of
pounds on the construction of roads, the
installation of eonveniences, and in provision
for the future development of Hurlingham,
which, the company state, will be controlled
on the basis of carefully considered build-
ing restrictions. To date I do not think that
a load of gravel has been tipped there, nor
has there been any attempt fo make a road
in fulfilment of the promise contained in the
company’s cirenlar. Several people have
bought blocks of land on that particular
estate, and I shall give members some of the
experiences of those people. I shall not
divulge the names and addresses of the in-
dividuals, but their bona fides can be vouched
for if necessary. One individual says—

I bought a block on the Hurlingham Estate,
the amount to be paid being £160—£10 de-
posit and £1 per month, I have paid £25, but
have paid nothing since last September. I
am working but must give all T can to keep
the other members of the family. My block
is facing Chinamen’s gardens. It wag stated
by Mr. Lilburne—

He is a salesman employed by the com-
pany—

—to be the picked block of the estate, and
that the Chinese gardeners had been given
six months’ notice to get out. He had Mr.
Butcher with him, and I had my mother.
Nearly two years have elapsed, and the
gardenera are still there. I left the office
with Lilburne to go to St. James’s Park
Estate, and was surprised when we got to
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Hurlingham. 1 cannot pay any further, and
1 am prepared te relinquish the lots and the
meney paid, They have threatened legal pro-
ceedings, and I am worried about the whole
husiness,

Mr. Marshall: It is a wonder that person
did not sue the company for non-fulfilment
of their contract.

Mr. WELLS: The company set out in the
civenlar they issued, and have made similar
promises to purchasers of blocks, that water
would be laid on, roads made, electric light
installed and so forth. They also told their
clients that the manager, Mr, Roach, in-
tended to build a house on the estate that
would be valued at about £3,000, and Mr. Lil-
burne intended building there a house valued
at from £1,800 to £2,000. To date there is
one house on the property valued at from
£800 to £1,000. Thus the eompany have not
made any attempt to fulfil the eonditions
under which they sold blocks to their clients,
I shall read one or two extracts from letters
received from other individuals, to show how
the representatives of the company obtained
signatures. One individual in her letter
says—

After inapecting the land, I told the agent
I would hold the matter over pendirg the
consideration of my husband. The agent
snid he would hold the matter open for a few
days if 1 would pay a deposit, the money to
be returned if I did net go on with it. T paid
£3, and the agent produced a paper and asked
me to sign. I inguired if it wns an agree-
ment and was teld that it was not, but merely
an acknowledgment to show that I had paid
£5. 1 signed a folded paper. After consult-
ing my husband, 1 deeided not to pureliase,
and was told by the agent I would get my
money back. Tt was not returned, and I was
later told that T had signed an agreement to
purchase,

Here is another letter—

During April, 1929, on various oecasions I
was approached by Mr. Saul Finklestein—

He is one of the company’s agents, and I
do not think there is any harm in mention-
ing his name—

—in reference to purchasing some land in
Vietoria Park. On these occasions 1 told
Finklestein that I did not want the 1and, On
the next oecasion of his calling, he brought
with him two other representatives of the
company. I told them both that I did not
want any land, and with that they left, and
I did not see them again. During this time
I was living in Beaufort-street, Perth. About
a fortnight later, Finklestein again ap-
proached me and persuaded me to go down
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to Laml & Homes Ltd.'s offiee in Barrack-
street, explaining to me that it could do no
harm to sce this man, g0 I went along with
Finiclestein to sce the manager of the com-
pany.

Mr. Corboy: It sounds like Bertie John-
ston selling one of his blocks.

My, WELLS: Continuing,

SLys—

When [ arrived at the premises of the com-
pany with Finklestein, I was introduced to a
person who, [ was informed by Finklestein,
was the manager of the company. Finkle-
stein then told the manager that he had
brought me down to sec this land of his. The
man who was introduced to me as the man-
ager, offered to run me out to sce the land.
) refused, telling him that I had no money
at present to speculate on land, but I would
consider the matter when I had some money.
He then said he would take me out to look
at the land as it would cost me nothing, and
further that T would not be under any obliga-
tion to buy the land. On those conditions 1
drove out in the manager’s car to see the
land. I sat in the front seat of the var with
the manager and Mr. Finklestein sat in the
back with Mr. Bergon when driving out to
see the land, On the way out the manager
told me that the Government had alrcady
bought the rails for the purpose of extending
the tramways to serve the distriet where the
land was, also that oy & Gibson Pty. Ltd.
had bought a large building site. He pointed
out some land where he said Foy & Gibsons
were going to build a shop. The manager
also told me that the State Savings Bank
had bought a Block fur a bank site. The
manager also told me that one of the blocks
which he would show mec had been purchased
by a man for his son, but he had not gone
on with the sale as his son would not be of
age for a long time. [ then ingpected the
land and returned to Perth, and the manager
took me into the office and asked me to sign
a paper. He told me I need not pay the
deposit until T was able to pay, and if I
decided not to purchase the land, T could let
him know and he would eanvel the sale. Up
to this time T had wnot said T would buy the
land, having explained that T did not have
gufficient money. On the conditions set ont
by the manager, T signed o paper which he
handed (o me folded, showing me where to
sign.

the writer

That seems to be one of the liftle ways of
these people, in order to get a signafure to
a contract. They fold the document up in
sueh a way that the individual whose sig-
nature they desire, does not see the econtents
of the document. The result is that the
persons sign under the belief that they are
merely supplying the company with a docu-
ment for certain purposes. Then later on
they find out that they have signed a definite
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contract for the purcimse of land. This

person goes on to say—

I saw no printing on the paper at all, and
the manager cxplained that by signing the
paper it woull reserve the land until such
time as 1 told him whether 1 would buy the
land or not. I then left the office with
IMinklestein, who was present the whole time.
About six weeks Jater [ reveived a letter, re-
questing me to call and see them, I went in
to see the manager and told him I would not
be able to go on with the purchase of the
land as T had no money to spare. He then
told me 1 was missing a good opportunity, as
the town would eventuwally spread out that
way. 1, however, insisted that T could not
pay for the land, He then said, “‘I’ll hold
the blocks for vou, as you may change your
mind.'" | then repeated it was no good, as
I did not intend buying the land, L subse-
(quently called upon Lilburne and told him
I could not buy the land, and instructed him
to eaneel my option—

This person thought he had signed an op-
tion, not a contraci—
—However, I found to my surprise that the

option | had signed was g contract, under
wlhich T am now being sued.

That is the sort of thing that bappened in
not one hut scores of instances, PPeople
have signed this particulsr doeument, not
appreciating to what they have atinched
their signature. The company on occasions
have taken clients ont to inspeet blocks.
Generally the agent has a couple of sales-
men with him in addition te the elient, so
that there ave always three to one, thus furn-
ishing plenty of corroboration if necessary.
Should legal proceedings be taken, the client
will be overwhelimed in eourt, and an un-
sophisticuted  woman, for instance, would
have no chuuee in court against three men
of the tvpe emploved on this work, with an
astute lawyer to turther their efforts. Fre-
(uently clients have lLeer asked to sign a
document that the company’s representatives
alleged to be merely something they could
show the manager when they returned to the
office to prove that they had driven a client
to inspeet blocks. They asked for the paper
to protect themselves so that on their return
to the oifice they could show it to the man-
ager, who might want to know where the
men had been for the last hour or two. .\t
a later stage, persons who signed documents
purporting to serve that purpose received
through thie past a copy of the eontraet the
company alleged they had signed, under
which they had agreed to purehase block=.
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Under such documents, attempts have been
made to make individuals pay for land. I
have one instance that concerns a lad 17
years of age whom the agents had got hold
of. They discovered somehow that he had
some money and regarded him as a prospee-
tive buyer. They took him to an estate sit-
uated beyond Mt. Lawley. Three salesmen
escorted him in a motor ear and showed him
some blocks. The youth was a young, ath-
letic-looking fellow, full of vi and, appar-
ently noting that, the agents pointed out to
him a part of the estate that they informed
him was to be cleared as a recreation ground.
They pointed out to him a road, and said
that the eompany intended to subsidise a
bus service. They assured him that a block
there would he 2 splendid speculation. They
took the boy's £5 and he paid one or iwo
instalments in addition. The parents knew
nothing of the transaction until quite re-

cently, The othier morning the father came
" to me and told me that at breakfast that
day the lad had been reading the paper and
asked his mother, “What is a Royal Com-
mission?" She asked him why he asked
and the lad replied, “I notice that Mr. Wells
intends toe move for the appointment of
a2 Royal Commission 1e inquire into the
affairs of Land and Homes Ltd” The
father said to him, “What has that to do
with me? I have had nothing to do with
the firm.” Then it leaked out that the boy
bhad bought a block and, as he was then out
of employment, he was in fear apnd trem-
bling as to what was going to happen. 1
think the member for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Parker) will agree with me that if that
lad’s parents proceed in the right direction,
they can compel the company to refund the
lad’s money to him.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the hon. memhm
proceeds further, I hope he does not intend
to allude in his speech to any ease pending
or action taken in court. If he intends to
do so, I must point out to him that it is
against the Standing Orders. It is out of
order for a member to deal with actions
already before the court, and he must not
mention them in his speech.

Mr. WELLS: To the best of my know-
ledge and belief, I aw not dealing with any
cases at present Deing handled in  court,
Apart from the factics of these people in
selling blocks of land, there is another phase
of their work that requires attention, 1
wish to deal with one clause in their con-
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tracts, ln that relating to the Hurlingham
estate, the company state distinctly that the
purchasers have five years within which to
pay for their blocks and that the payments
are free of interest, while relief from the
necessity to pay instalments during sickness
and unemployment is also mentioned. Some
of the blocks at Hurlingham have sold at
prices ranging up to £250. Taking a de-
posit of £10, with payments at the rate of
£1 per month, which represent the terms
provided by the company, and spreading
those payments over the five-year period, it
will he seen that purchasers of a £250 block
will have paid £70, which leaves a balance
of £180 still to he paid. In the company’s
contract, there is the following clause:—

The purchaser shall, on the signing of the
subjoined contract, pay a deposit in eash of
.......... pounds, payable on............on
account of the purchase money and shall pay
the residne of the purchase money with-
cut interest in the manner following,
that is to say, by instalments of......
.......... pound payable on the........day
of cvery ecalendar month, the first of such
monthly instalments to be paid in one calen-
dar month from the date of the said con-
tract. If at the end of five years from the
date hercof any portion of the purchase
maney then remaina unpaid, sueh ultimate
residue or purchagse money shall at once be-
come duc and payable.

People signing that contract, even if they
saw the body of the contraet, mlght not have
realised that; bui not htl\'lnﬂ' seen it, al-
though having signed it they certainly
would know nothing of it. We find that at
the expivation of five years the firm eould
suddenly eome down on them for the prompt
payvment of £180. What chance has a man
of meeting u sudden demand for £130? And
failing the payment, the firm forthwith exer-
cises the option they have held under the
contract. That Is a verv unfair eclause,
especially to those people who have sigmed
what purported te be merely a blank paper.
Again, the firm are very vofair towards un-
employed persons, for they have inserted in
their contract this clause:—

In the cvent of sickness or the non-employ-
ment of the purchaser during the continuance
of this eontract, the vendor will upen the
written request of the purchaser consider the
suspeusion of payment of any instalment or

instalments and may in their diseretion grant
an extension of time for the pavment thereof.

AMr. Corbov:
sider anything.

They are nice people to con-
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Mr. WELLS: There is no discretion exer-
cised by this company as I know them, for
they have taken action againsi certain people
and have even put the bailiff into the honse.
So long as they continue on those lines, it is
up to Parliament to take action to prevent
them from victimising people as they are
doing. A little while ago in a case that came
before him, Mr. Justice Draper had this to
say— )

I should like to sce Jegislation dealing with
sales of this nature. [ have no doubt that
many ignorant buyers suffer at the hands of
unscropulous vendors.

This was a case against Land and Homes,
and the report of the case continues—

In giving judgment against the company
His Honour pointed out that a clause in the
agreement between the vendor and the pur-
chaser which sought to protect the vendor
from any action due to any representation
other than thosc contained in the agrecment
might be a useful instrument for preventing
persons from taking action for rescission of
contract, but he wag sure that no eourt would
consider it when dealing with speeific per-
formance.

The clause to which the judge referred is
this—

Notwithstanding any rule of law or equity
or any Act of the Legislature to the contrary,
this sale and the subjoined c¢ontract are sub-
ject to no conditions or representations other
than those expressed herein nor will the
owner recognise or be bound by any other
conditions or representations than those
specified im writing om this contract, and the
purchaser hereby acknowledges that no sell-
ing or other agent has or has had any au-
thority to make any representation whatso-
ever on behalf of the vendor with respect to
the said land or this contract,

Members will not find a clause like that in
the ordinary coniract handled by reputable
land agents. That clause is inserted by this
company alone. When & company find it
necessary to insert a clause like that, it is
an indication of their attitude in disposing
of their land. They attempt to legislate
themselves outside the very laws of this
country.

Mr. Marshall: Have they vower to get
outside the Land Act9

Mr. WELLS : No, but an uninitiated per-
son on reading that clanse would not be
aware of that, and so probably would accept
it as being all right. I think legislation will
be necessary, even if the proposed Royal
Commission is not appoinied. However, I
should certainly like to see the Commission
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appointed because, as I said before, a
woman in a eourt of law is very nervous
and possibly cannot give her evidence in the
best manner, and when three or four wit-
nesses are opposed to her she cannot state
her case in a way that will do justice to that
case. Here is another learned solicitor of
Perth who eonsiders it necessary that some
legislation should be enacted to prevent un-
scrupulous land dealers from swindling the
public and misleading people who cannot
afford to buy the blocks on the conditions
under which they are sold. He says—

A cousiderable amount of trouble and con-
fusion is sometimes vaused by purchasers of
plots of land entering inte and sigming con-
tracts of the full purport of which they are not
aware, 1t is alse in some cases a little diffi-
cult for vendurs or their representatives to
refute remarks or stutcinents mads in the
course of negotiation and which may or may
not induce a contract to be signed, and yet
might have lheen made wncrely by way of
puffing or optimistie anticipation. A good
many innocent buyers are not aware that a
contract, apparently complete in itself, can-
not generally be varied hy mere verbal addi-
tions or amendments. 1f seems to me that by
a very simple piece of legislation the matier
of a sale of a lot of land on a building estate
conld be rendered equitable and binding in
the following way:—(1) Every contract for
the sale of a plot of lund shall be in writing
and signed by both vendor and purchaser or
their authorised agents. (2) Every such sig-
nature to he attested by a justice of the
peace or a commissioner or other authorised
officer, and not to be sued upon or enforeed
uniess so attested. (3) That the attesting
witness by virtue of his office be authorised
aud instrocted to usk the purchaser whether
any material representation {outside the
terms ot the contract and not specifically in-
cluded therein) has induced the purchaser to
enter into a contract. (4) Unless the attest-
ing witness is satisfied that all material terms
are included in the contract itself, then no
attestation to be completed.

Some such provision would be protective
to both parties and would save useless re-
crimination and annoying litigation.

Hon. P. Collier: Who 15 that?

Mr. WELLS : Mr. Howard Bath, of Perth.
I do not wish to detaina the House much
longer. I have here a few statements from
people who are concerned in ihis question,
and those statements can be snpported by
hundreds of others. I will read one or two
of them for the information of members.
Also I have here some photographs taken
of the land in the Hurlingham Estate. Land
at Hurlingham bas always been sold in the
summer time, but here we have some photo-
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graphs taken in the winter rime. The firm
have claimed in their advertisement that
water is laid on. Aeccording to these photo-
graphs it is laid on in winter, but it comes
from the heavens and lies on the land for
weeks at a time. These photogruphs I will
lay on the Table of the House for the in-
formation of members. Here is one of the
statements I wish to read—

iere you will find photos taken of this
estate in July, 1929, and with their mis-
representations they sold some of it at about
£1,000 per acre.
Dr. Kenny bought a bloek thera, Here is a
statement dealing with that—

As regards Dr. Joe Kenny, he bought land
there, but after using his name as a draw,
he has gtated they have cancelled his
contract. They havce grossly misrepresented
this estate, inasmuch as they have made no
roads, drains or convenicnees, and have built
only one house, valued at about £1,100. I
have centinually e¢omplained to Lilburne
about no improvements, and I saw Roach the
owner and eomplained about the Iving state-
nmicnts of the salesmen. He said, “‘ My motto
is, ‘the better the liar, the bettor the sales-
man.! *?

Mr. Marshall: You, as a snlesman, do not
agree with that.

Mr, WELLS: No.

Hou. P. Collier: They do not sell well.

Mr, WELLS: I always seem to get 2
cheap advertisement on an cccasion like this.
The statement continues—

While at Parliameut House at the mevting
recently I overheard another member say that
Roach had said the same to him, 1 paid in-
stalments for about cight months, but finding
‘the estate still bare and no improvements
done I refused to pay any more instalments
as they had pot carried out their part of anv
vontract.
Here is another one— *

¥rom statements made by their representa-
tives who called on me, Mr. Richards and Mr.
Magnus, also Mr. Cooper {who drove the car
to the estate) and the manager, Mr. Lil-
burne, who was salesman on the estate—
they all stated that the trame had been
auwthorised to be extended past or to the
cstate within six months, that Foy & Gihson's
‘had bought land just near and were geing to
build a factery, also that macadam roads
were being made and 30 houses were to be
erected at omce, two of which were nearly
completed. Also they said the land would
he worth half as much again within six
‘months, and Mr. Lilburne said he could easily
scll the same and would do it for me free of
cost if T desired. When asked to sign the
agreement to purchase two blocks, I said I
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had not the deposit on me at the time, and
M, Lilbarne said I could pay that to-morrow.
T also said T had net read the agreement
through, and ke said, '‘Oh, it is only the
ordinary land agreement. '’

That is absotutely false, for it is not the
ordinary land contract at all. It contains
clanses that suit their own particular end.
The statement continues—

Such is far from DLeing a faet. That same
evening I found out that Mr. Lilburne’s
statements were false, cspeeially regarding
the teams and Joy & Gibson’s, and decided
not to compicte the agreement by paying a
deposit. I informed the company at 9 am.
next day that [ conld not inance same. Now
after nearly 214 years the company are tak-
ing action to recover the full value of the
land and expenses, What chance have I now
of getting witnesses, whilst Mr. Lilburne
would swear anything. He committed per-
jury twice during the case of R. G. E. Parker,
in which 1 was a witness. He is worse than
a confidential swindler and the firm is de-
cidedly a bad blot on Western Auatralia, as
hundreds ean prove to their sorrow., The
above frets 1 am prepared to swear to be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth.

Here is another one—

A Mr. Simons called and said he repre-
sented Land and Homes. He stated he was
selling land at Bella Vista Heights. He said
it was a payable proposition as the Govern-
ment would have the railway through the
estate in two or threc years. 1 became in-
terested and agreed to inspcet the land. In
the afternoon he returned with another man
and asked me to sign a note which he had
written out te get a motor car from head
office as they had to get the signature to
show that they rcally had a prospective
elient. I was later taken to the estate and
while there Mr, Lilburne, the sales manager,
stated emphatically that they had it from the
Government that the railway wounld be there
in three ycars. On the same day I paid £1
as part of the deposit, which was fixed at £5,
the suggestion being that a eertain block
would be held until the deposit was paid.
Xothing further was done by me in the mat-
ter, and a fortnight later I learnt that a con-
tract was in existence bearing my signature.
The only paper I ever signed for Land and
Homes was the note to get the motor car.

Hon. A, MeCallum: That is what he
thought.
Mr. WELLS: Yes. Another letter
reads—

On the 19th December, 1929, I was taken
to 8t. Tames’s Park Estate by a Mr. Lilburne
and an agent. While out there, Mr. Lilburne
told me that the trams were to be extended
out to the estate, and pointing to two houses
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under ercction, said there would be 30 more
houses built hy their finn within the next
¢ix months., Returning to Perth, Mr. Lil-
burne asked me if I iniended purchasing the
block, whercupon telling him [ had not the
money with me for the deposit until the fol-
lowing day, he persuaded me into signing, as
I thought, an option, until the following day,
when I was to pay £3 deposit. When the
agent called next day with a reccipt for the
deposit, I told him [ had changed my mind
about buying, as I thought the price too
much (£193), and that it had been mis-
represcuted to me.

A hundred and ninety-five pounds for a
block of land there!

Mr. H. W. Mann: At the back o' heyond.

Mr. Marshall: Where iz it, out Canning
way?

Mr. WELLS: Yes.
. Marshall: A bit more waste stulf.

Mr. WELLS: The letter continues—

I then interviewed Mr. Lilburne, and he
informed me 1 had signed a contract, un-
beknown to myself. Sinee then they have
taken action ngainst me, and 1 am now pay-
ing off an amount for the depesit and instal-
ments due. [ think that I have been per-
suaded into signing a contract under false
pretences and also misrepresentation, and
would like to state my case fully at a Royal
Commission.

A letter from the country states—

1 wish to compliment you on your action
in calling for a Koyal Commission to inquire
into the transactions of Land and Homes,
Ltd. It is nothing short of a publie injustice
that these sharks should be allowed to batten
on the publie in the way they are doing. 1
myseclf was persuaded to sign an agrecment
to purchasc a block in one of their estates
by absolutely flagrant misrepresentation. 1
discovered a few days after I had paid the
deposit that their statements were false, and
refused to go on with the transacetion. Sev-
cral months later they summonsed me for the
amount owing, and although I apparentlv
have an excellent vase, [ am advised by my
lawyer that the company have won every case
to date contested on similar grounds, and that
T would be well advised not to contest hut to
#0 an payviug. 1 don't know if there ig any-
thing you cun do ta give relief to the hun-
dreds of cases similar to mine, but you are
certainly doing a scrviec to the community
by ecalling notice to their methods and seeing
that they arc not allowed to carry on without
a protest from our leaders,

I have numbers of letters and shall refer
to only two or three more. Members may
recollect a small advertisement, ahout three-
eighths of an inch, that appeared in the
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“West Australian.” Some of the other
papers refused to insext it, hut the
“Woest  Australian”  at  last consented
to print a very small advertisement.
It requested that persons who bad

had dealings with Lapd and Homes,
I:td., should eommunicate immediately with
n certain number, “this office, Perth.”” Let-
ters were received in shoals. Although the
letters did not set out partieulars of the
transactions, they indicated some of the
methods adopted by the company. One of
them reads—

1 wish to inform you thut L have had deal-
ings with Lund & Homes, in October of 1929,
At my late husband’s request I signed a con-
tract for the purchase of z block of land in
St. Apdrew’s Gardem FEstate, situated in
(‘arlisle, valued at £115, £3 deposit and £1 per
manth instalment.

Blocks could be bought from other agents
lor £55 and £60.
The Minister for Lands: For £15, I think.

Mr. WELLS: [ have been trying to sell
some for £35, and have not succeeded. The
letter continues—

A week after 1 took it over, my husband
lied suddenly, and with his death my ineome
coased. L immediately informed Land &
Homes of my husband’s death, and told them
L could not carry on, as it would be im-
possible for me to find the £1 per month in-
stalment, but they still persist in asking me
to pay my inatalment. L can only tell them
the saame thing.

[ was in their office last wpgek, and I told
them ! could do nothing in the matter at all.
J have not heard auything sinee about the
matter.  When [ signed the contraet the
agent told me that it did not commit me to
anything, as it was merely a matter of form
to show his hoss that he had really tried to
dispose of the land. He told me that in front
ol two witnesses.

Another letter in partienlar I wish to read,
because it is very emphatic and puts the
facts very plainly—

I have had dealings with Laud & Homes

with two estates, St. James's DPark, also
Rellavista Heights.

The writer was evidenily suspicious as to
whoe had inserted the advertisement—
whether it was someone who was interested
in the buyers or whether it was Land and
Homes, Ltd. He continued—

If you are genuine I will be glad to get

advice from yvou. and if vou ure Land &
Homes vou are the greatest sharks unhung.
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Hon. P. Collier: They do not exeeunte
sharks by hanging, do they?
Mr. WELLS: The writer concluded—

I am at hume at six o clock any aight.

Mr. Panton: T suppose he had » gun?

Mr. WELLS: There is ample material to
prove the methods adopted by those peaple
in selling land.

Hon. M. F. Troy: It is n very common
method.

Mr. Kenneally:
method at all.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I do not think it is a
common method.

Mr. WELLS: Neither do I.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I myself was taken
down in the same way yeavrs ago.

Mr. WELLS: Reputable land agents do
not adopt those methods. People have been
induced to sign documents in the back seat
of a motor ecar when returning from in-
specting an estate. No agent of any stand-
ing would do that. He would ask the parviy
fo go to his office, wounld show him the con-
tract of sale, and let the prospeetive buyer
know what he was doing.

Hon. M. F. Troy: They Lave been sell-
ing land in a similar manner for the last 10
vears—Killarnev Estates.

Mr. WELLS: Killarney HEstates did not
adopt methods such as are adopted by
Land and Homes, Limited. I am quite
satisfied there is substantial evidenee to
justify the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission. If we got the people in their
calimer moments and allowed them to state
the facts quietly and confidently, I am sure
a case would be made out against Land and
Homes, Limited. If the statements are
true, and on personal investigation they
appear to be, one can only be convinced
that cunning frickery and glaring misre-
presentation have been resorted to by
wicked and unscrupulous salesmen, whose
one desire has heen to earn commission,
and their efforts have been condoned by a
firm whose methods, to say the least, are
void of Dbusiness morality—a firm of go-
getters, a company without a conseience,
whose prey in many instances have been
unsophisticated women. In all cases these
agents have been in pairs, so that corro-
boration from the company’s standpoint
may be obtained when and if neeessary
against the word of the likelvy purchaser.
By their wily ways and persuasive elo-

Tt is not a eommon

8125

quence, they have painted word pietures
and made promises that there was no hope
or intention of fulfilling. They have trapped
clients into signing contracts by many cun-
ning devices—a blank, folded paper pur-
porting to he an option over a block of
land; an authority to show the manager
that the agent had taken the elient to in-
spect the lund, and many others. They
have definitely stated that railways, tram-
lines and bridges would be built, roads con-
structed, eleetric light and water laid on.
Palatinal houses were to be built, hotels,
post offices and warehouses were to be
erected in the near future, On their own
showing the eompany have been operating
in venneetion with these estates for 2%
yvears, and their promises are no nearer
fulfilment than they were 214 years ago.
Their pions promises, and elap-trap issued
by eireulars and other advertisements of
their suspension of payments during sick-
ness and unemployment, have been violated.
Many c¢lients who positively cannot keep
up their instalments during these times of
depression are being persecuted, and many
honest workers are in fear and trembling
lest their homes, which have been acquired
by vears of toil and thrift, be taken from
them and they too may have to swell the
already large number of unfortunate eiti-
zens. Perhaps, in a court of law, the
spoken word of a sufferer would not count
agninst the eorroborated evidence of two or
three not too sermpulous land sellers. It
may be difficalt to get redress or relief,
but surely there is n eode of morality and
honesty that shounld earry some weight with
and receive some consideration from men
in high places. Justice is not always ad-
ministered in courts of lew. I move the
motion, believing as T do, after the testi-
mony of many eitizens of repute and my
brief investigation of fheir cases, that the
House should take steps to give relief to
many of the people who cannot pay, even
should their pavments be justifiable. They
are just as mueh entitled to protection
from this unrelenting eompanv as the man
who cannot pay his rent. If the charges of
wilful misrepresentation can be proven,
then I think the House would be justified,
if within its power, in passing a measure
to cancel all contracts made by the com-
pany, or passing some legislation that will
prevent a repetition of the canning and
harmful methods by go-getters, who have
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been working one form of the eonfidence
trick. Let us endeavour to keep this the
best State in the Commonwenlth free from
companies who adopt, to say the least of it,
very questionable methods in ihe transac-
tion of their business. I commend the
motion to the favourable consideration of
the House.

MR. KENNEALLY (East Perth) [3.27]:
As one who will possibly be excluded from
participating in the proceedings of the pro-
posed Royal Commission, because the com-
pany say they are prepared to agree to
an inquiry provided it does not include any
member of Parlinment who has sought re-
lief for his constituents from the com-
pany’s actions, I have pleasure in sup-
porting the motion.

Mr. Marshall: The people of East 1erth
were too shrewd for them, were they?

Mr, KENNEALLY: No, some people of
East Perth have fallen vietims to the com-
pany. I have been brought into touch with
cases of the kind mentioned by the member
for Canning, just as other members of
Parliament have been. I think the com-
pany were wise in saying that they would
not litke any member of Parliament who
had interested himself in cases to take part
in the inquiry. The company seem to have
inangurated a system under which their
employees hunted in paeks. They either
set out in ecompany with the vietim, or
else one of them took out the vietim and
aceidentally met two or three other go-
getters of the company on the estate. They
endeavoured as far as possible to work
their schemes through the womenfolk,
The members of Parliament who were pre-
sent when a deputation was introduced to
the Speaker recently were impressed by the
faet that the proportion of males present
was very small. The members of the depu-
tation were almost wholly womenfolk. We
shall have to ask ourselves whether some
500 or 600 people who have had transae-
tions with the company have combined wil-
fully to tell lies abont the company, or
whether the statements made by the repre-
sentatives of the company are to be disbe-
lieved. The system of folding a paper and
getting a prospeetive purchaser to sign it
will be adjudged by the House, I believe,
as reprehensible in the extreme, and we
should take action to ensure that if mis-
representation of the kind has been per-
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petrated, it will be ventilated. If it is
proved that sueh misrepresentation has
ocgurred, I should expect the commission
to make recommendations, not only to ren-
der such actions impossible in future, but
to secure redress for the people who have
been victimised. It is a difficult matter for
people who have been victimised to prove
their cases in court, but there has been op-
portunity to prove them in some instances.
The eompany seem to have got the idea
that, when a eertain decision was given re-
cently, it was well to ensure the utmost
publieity for it. I give the company credit
for this, that wherever it wans possible for
them to secure publicity, they got it.

Mr. Patrick: They had an advertisement
in the ** Worker.”’

Mr. KENNEALLY : Yes, and also in the
paper patronised by the hon. member.
They had advertisements everywhere. 1
propose to ask members to bear with me
while I analyse their methods of advertis-
ing in the different papers. After all, ihere
is a genuine and modest method of adver-
tising, and there is the opposite. I wish
to point te an advertisement wheh most
hon. members have probably observed in
one or other of the papers eireulating in
this State. The heading is ‘‘Justice’ in
big block fype, and the article opens—

The first ease that Land and [Homes had
cever lost through alleged misrepresentation
wag what is now known as the Parker case,
and so0 that the public may know some of the
true facts, Land and Homes (W.A.)), Ltd.,

publish helow Mr. Justice Northmore's re-
niitrks to the jury.

From that advertisement one would infer
that Mr. Justice Northinore'’s remarks re-
ferred to the Parker case, that they were
his remarks to the jury in that ease. But
no such thing. The Parker case was heard
in the Supreme Court, and the company
lost. But during the hearing of the Parker
case, certain evidence given by Lilburne,
an agent of the company, was such as to
warrant action being taken against him for
misrepresentation. Proceedings were in-
stituted, and as a result Lilburne was com-
mitted to the Criminal Court for trial. The
advertisement refers to that criminal case.
Mr. Justice Northmore’s charge to the jury
was not connected with the Parker case,
whieh the company lost; but the company
publish the judge’s remarks in such a man-
ner as to mislead the public into the helief
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that the first ease brought by Land and
Homes was dealt with in that manner.

The Minister for Lands: The advertise-
ment does not say what Mr. Justice Draper
stated in connection with the first case.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Action was taken
against Lilburne for misrepresentation.
The eompany have a good method of ad-
vertising, and in their advertisements they
resort to some of the practices which they
adopt in connection with sales. They do
not advertise in the ordinary, straightfor-
ward manner. I understand that a big
factor in the company is a trust with a lot
of money behind it. 1 understand also that
Western Australia is not the first State
that has received the company’s attentions,
whether under this or another name.
1t is necessary for us to protect the people
of the State against companies wishing co
send out teams of go-getters for the purpose
of defrauding. I could mention numbers of
such eases, but I presume the House will not
need much convineing to pass the motion, so
that the company’s operations may be
brought into the light of day. 1 have in
mind a case where a woman was taken out
to view a site, no mention heing made of
Jand =ales before the parly woent out. In
fact, two wowen were taken out to view
sites, and accidentally people were there pre-
pared to sell land. Afier having refused
for some time to sign a contract, one of the
women, upon being asked to sizn an option,
mentioned that she had not her glasses with
her and therefore could not see what was in
the proposition for the option. T am speak-
ing now of what ecame out in couvt. The
ease has been settled; the eompu.ny lost.
The woman mentioned in evidenee that she
had not her glasses with ker at the time, and
the company’s representalive admitted that
that was so. Nevertheless, ths company’s
representatives admitted they put the paper
hefore her and got her to sign it. Subse-
quently the paper turped out (o be a con-
tract to pay about £90 on a block of land.

Mr. Parker: And the contract says, “I
have read and understand this form of con-
tract.”

Mr. KENNEALLY: Possibly the com-
pany thought it was a good opportunity to
wet the woman without her glasses, so that
she would not be able to see that particular
elause in the eontract. I have in mind an-
other case in which a man and bis wife were
taken to an estate and were urged by uo
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fewer than four salesmen to purchase land.
The couple refused to sign. Then they
were asked to sign & document for office
purposes. Later the company claimed that
they had signed a confrart to purchase land.
The case dragged on for over a year. Daur-
ing the year there were ten adjournments at
the company’s request. Finally the case was
settled ont of court by the defendants pay-
ing £6 and £5 6s. costs, To my way of
thinking, the company, apart from their
nefarious denlings in land, are using our
Loeal Court as an instrument for extorting
noney from people who otherwise would not
pay. At the present time men and women
concerned in transactions with the company
are worried to such an extent that they posi-
tively do not know whal they are doing.
The eompany, with plenty of money behind
them, are using the courts of the country as
a sort of bluffing agency to get as much as
possible out of those people, settling the
cases out of court and thus &voiding the
light of day. The company have said that
they are prepared to have a Royal Commis-
sion inquire into their affairs provided there
are no members of Parliament on it,

Mr. H. W. Mann: That is very good of
them.

Mr. KENNEALLY : I should say that the
company leave it possible for some members
of Parliament to be on the eonimission, but
they stipulate that they must not be mem-
bers who have come to the company with re-
quests for leniency to the people concerned.
WWhile the eompany profess to welcome the
appointment of a Royal Commission, they
are taking direct action against those who
formed part of the deputation which waited
upon you, Mr. Speaker. After that deputa-
tion the company wrote tu numerous persons
in the following strain:—

As you have seen fit to partake in a depu-
tation supposedly from persons where con-
tract was induced by misrepresentation, we
take it therefore that yom claim your land
was misreprescnted to you when you pur-
chased. Please take motice that you must
pay every penny that is owing and that we
intend to keep you te your contract in every
sense of the word, It is not very nice for us
to have elienis coming to us with stories
about their inability to pay, and then on the
other hand elaiming to other persons that the
contract was sceured by misrepresentation.

One man offered to pay £2, representing cur-
rent contributions and arrears, and the com-

pany's reply was that the amount of £2 was
ne good to them and that they were going
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for the lot. If we are not sufficiently power-
ful in this Parliament to prevent a go-getting
combination such as this from ruling the roost
here, it is time we got out. Therefore I pre-
sume the House will not need much convine-
ing of the desirableness of passing the mo-
tion. The Royal Commission will be able to
get the collective evidence of people bearing
on the question. In the courts, cases have
heen decided in the company’ favour on
purely legal grounds. In other cases the
company have lost. What preatly impresses
me is that unless an army of people in West-
ern Australia have suddenly de-ided to join
the society supposedly presided over by
Ananias, evidence is obtainable from 400 or
500 persons that there has heen considerable
misrepresentation in these land {ransactions.
I consider that those people should bave an
opportunity of placing hefore an impartial
tribunal, one not so mucih traminelled as in
many respects the law courts are. the inci-
dents connected with thesz land transactions.
Therefore I have muceh pleasure in support-
ing the motion. I hope 1the Royal Commis-
sion will be vested with such powers as to
enable it not only to prevent a repetition of
these cases, but also to grant redress in the
eases that have ocemrred. If the Royal Com-
missioners confine their attention to the
future, what is reqguired in the Intter respect
will not be secured. The Royal Commission,
in order to bhe effective, will nead to have
rome retrospective power.

MR. RAPHAEL (Viectoria Park) [5.44]:
While supporting the motion, T desire to
move an amendment, In view of the trying
conditions through which Western Australia
is passing and the finanecial stress described
by our Premier, with eurtailment of expen-
diture in every direction, the proposed Royal
Commission should act in an honorary
capacity. To my mind the position as if
has heen outlined by many members is anite
true in every respeet. I have experienced
these go-getters trying to sell blocks in St
James’ Park to me.

Several members: What optimists !

Mr. RAPHAEL: They told me that roads
were to be constructed, trams were to be
built to the estate, and all those tales that
we have heard outlined by the member for
Canning (Mr. Wells}) and the member for
Bast Perth (Mr. Kenneally)., Ino the end
I was nearly compelled to exercise brute
force to shift these people from my premises
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because they would not take “no” for an
answer. I mentioned at the end that I was
a member of the Perth City Council and
they shot out of the place as quickly as they
could get away. During the course of my
election campaign 1 was collecting absentee
votes, and in many instances I came across
holders of Land and Homes blocks and
asked them if they would eare to vote. T
found that in many instances the holders of
these blocks had paid deposits of £1 and
after having done that had changed their
addresses as often as twelve times. Many
of them had not paid anything more than
the initial £1 deposit, and the company had
issued summonses against them for the re-
covery of the ounistanding amounts, in some
instances amounting to as much as £129,
The land in question, before Land and
Homes purchased it, was obtainable at £5
per block. I had some offered to me at that
price. It is a fairly long distance from the
tramway (erminus and there is no chance
of transit faeilities to the estate for many
veurs to come. Land and Homes secured the
estate at about £10 or £15 a block and they
have been selling the blocks at as much as
£150 each—these blocks for which they paid
£10 or £15! 1t is all very well to have go-
getters coming here from the Eastern States.
We have all heard of the wise men that
came from the East. On this occasion the
wise men eame from the East to take down
the men of the West. The only homes that
have been built at St. James’ Park that I
know of are three. They were built by Land
and Homes, Ltd., and not one has been built
by a private individual. Those three homes
were built in the hope of inducing purchas-
ers of land to follow the example set by
Land and Homes, but no one has done so.
The member for East Perth touched on the
fact that suburban newspapers had advo-
cated the purchase of blocks on the estate.
There was one, the “Swan Leader,” owned
by a member of Parliament which was
a1 great advoeate for this land which
was sold at exorbitant figures to work-
ing people. It is a shame to think
that a newspaper proprictor would de-
seend s¢ low as to accept money in this way
tor the purpose of robhing people. The
position that has arisen from the selling
of this land by go-getters calls for immed-
iate action on the part of the Government.
It was a shoek to me the other evening to
hear the Chief Seccretary declare that it was
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impossible for the Government to take
action against this company until sueh fime
as this Parliament had appointed a Royal
Commission to inquire into the matter. It
looks as if the company were burrying up
with their actions so as to get judgments,
when the people would have no chance of
redress or recovering that of which they had
been robbed. It is my intention to move
as an amendment that the Commission be an
honorary ome, and I trust that that amend-
ment will be agreed to. The finances of
the Stote we know are in a chaotic condi-
tion and I am going to appeal to members,
or to those who may be appointed to the
Commission, to give their services free in
the investigation of the affairs hetween Land
and Homes Ltd. and those people who have
been so wantonly robbed of their hard-
earned earnings. l move an amendment—

That the word ‘‘a’’ in the second line he
struek ont and ‘‘an honorary’! be inserted
in lien,

Mr. Wells:

amendment,

I have no objection to the

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. N.
Keenan — Nedlands) — on amendment
[5.53] : On the very limited question before
the House—the amendment—I submit that
this is a matter purely for the Governor
and not for the House. I do not propose
to say anything further on the amendment,
but I shall speak to the motion.

Amendment put and negatived.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. N.
Keenan—Nedlands) [3.54]: As Acting At-
torney General, it is not within my pro-
vinee to agree to the motion. The member
for Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphael) appears
to be under a misapprehension. I am not
aware that I addressed myself to the ques-
tion until I was called upon to do so just
now by reason of the fact that, for the
time being, I am Aeting Atftorney General.
The motion moved by the member for Can-
ning (Mr. Wells) is for the appointment
of a Royal Commission to inquire into cer-
tain transactions of a firm of land agents
known as Land and Homes, Limited, carry-
ing on bosiness in the city. The grounds
are that certain transactions have taken
place, and the hon. member gave many de-
tails which he claimed jostified the ap-
peintment of a Royal Commission. I pro-
pose to ask the House to accept from me an
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assurance that if the faets are as he stated
them are capable of being substantiated
before a court of law, in every instance the
people concerned will be released from the
agreements entered inte. It was stated by
the lhon. member that misrepresentations
had taken place. One of them, he said, was
the signing of a paper in blank and an-
other the signing of a folded paper by
which means the individuals were induced
subsequently to sign what were discovered
to be contracts. I do not believe that even
a justice of the peace—a elass not always
endowed with too much knowledge of the
law, though many of them have a good
deal of common sense—would ever agree
to bind a person by a contract that was
never opened, or which was kept folded
when the signature was attached. Then
there was a further allegation that a lady
who was the wife of a man living in the
city signed = paper and paid £5 for what
she understood to be merely an option and
nothing else. If the hon. member’s story
is eorrect, it should be possible to canecel
the option, and again, if the fact can be
substantiated in a eourt of law, what was
alleged to be an agreement wiil be ean-
celled. The hon. member told us that there
had been misrepresentation of facts that
indueed people to become purchasers. One
of these was that the tramway line was
to be extended to that particular area, and
that Foy & Gibsons had purchased a hig
pareel of land on which to ereet Eactories
and shops. The law is this: that if a ven-
dor makes a misrepresentation of faets, not
of opinion, but faets, and thereby induces
a person to become a party to the contract,
the contract becomes void. A mere opin-
ion, apart from the fact, would not veid
a contract. If the gentlemen who have
been deseribed as go-getters—I do not know
what that word exactly means—deelare
that a certain place will boom some day,
or shortly, or that there is a great prob-
ability of values going up, that is a mere
expression of opinion, and it is assumed
that the other person has some commen
sense and would be aware that that expres-
sion of opinion was nof a fact.

Mr. Kenneally: That tramways would be
built there?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Thai wonld
be a fact, not an opinion, and if it was
found to be untrue it would void the con-
trect, In such a ease there would be no
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reason to suppose that any court would not
declare a eontract void. But the allegation
is that these people have no choeice in such
iransactions beecause the parties who re-
joice in the name of go-getters go in a
erowd, and when the case comes before the
court they support one another against the
single word of the defendant. It is appar-
ently assumed that the couris arrive at a
decision by ccunting heads, that if there
are three witnesses on one side and two on
the other they find in favour of the three.
That is far from being the case.

Mr. Corboy: The decisions in these cases
lead one to think that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : There is no
veason to think that. If reminisecences are
of any unse, I can veeall a sly grog case in
which T was engaged on the goldfields. On
that occasion there were 20 witnesses for
the defence and only one for the prosecu-
tion. The magistrate, however, found for
the prosecution, and I am eertain he found
correctly.

Mr. Corboy: He probably knew it was a
sly grog shop.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Those who
sit on the bench do not count heads. They
estimate the value of the evidence, just as
any prudent common-sense person would
do. It iz absurd to say that because the
company in question happen to have two or
three witnesses against the only evidence
one person can give for the other side, the
case as a matter of course must go in fav-
our of the plaintiff, the eompany having
the weight of evidence in their favour.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Unsupported inter-
ested evidence is not always accepted by
the court.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : No.

Hon. J. C. Willcoek: These people are in-
terested in getting out of a contract, ana
this makes the cases very difficult.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A cowrt of
justice is a common-sense {ribunal. If a
great many cases are coming before the
courts, and all present the same features,
and all indieate a certain amount of mis-
representation more or less of the same
charaeter, associated with these -econtracts,
there would be no question

A, Millington: The law sometimes bears
a worse name than you are prepared to
give it.

(ASSEMBLY.)

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Unjust opin-
ions are sometimes expressed on both sides
of the House. I warn members against
setting themselves up as a court of appeal
over the courts of law of the country.
Nowadays, I do not accept briefs because
I am too much engaged in other duties,
but I have accepted a brief on behalf of
one of these purchasers, If, therefore, I
were interested, it would be in favour of
agreeing that some form of relief shomld
be given to the purchasers.

Hon. P. Collier: In what way are you
appearing?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am ap-
pearing in the appeal court. One must not
apply personal views to a matter of this
kind. What I wish to hmpress upon the
House is that it is most undesirable for
members to attempt to set themselves up as
a court of appeal over the courts provided
by the law. Yf they do that, how will it all
end? This is not a single case. Many cases
regarding contracts come before the courts.

Hon. A. McCallum: It may be a question
of finding out whether the law is deficient
or not.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sure
the hon. member can recollect many cases
where contracts have come hefore the court
and misrepresentation has been alleged.
The court must come to a deciston. Is there
to be an appeal to this Parliament fo review
that decision?

Hon. A. MeCallum: It may be a question
of finding out whether the law should be
tightened up in the interests of the paublic.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Tt was done onee,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It was tried in this
House.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know of any alteration that ean be made to
the law on misrepresentation that would im-
prove it. The law to-day is that if a mis-
representation of the faets that are material
is made, this upsets the contract What
mora do members want beyond that?! Do
they want to say that if a man is a stupid
person he must receive an advantage over
the ordinarily intelligent person, and must
be protected against his own stupidity?

Mr. Corhov: Do vou suggest that another
person should bhe allowed to plunder him
merely because of his stupidity?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member must mean that if a contract is
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legal, it should be set aside by the court on
the ground that the party signing it was too
stupid to understand it. Misrepresentation
must he & statement made by a party which
is false. Does the hon. member suggest that
a statement amoants to misrepresentation if
it is made to a person who is too stupid to
understand itY Can we go as far as that?
It is obvious that no good can arise from
appointing & Royal Commission. If it were
appointed it could do nothing. No doubt
the members could investigate the mumber
of cases in which it is alleged these things
have occurred, but of what use would be
their finding? Are we going to constitute
this Parliament as a cowrt of appeal? If
we did we should lead ourselves into a most
extraordinary set of difficulties. We know
that decisions have been given with regard
to this ecompany and that there have been
some cases of misrepresentation. In the case
in which T am myself engaged, there has
heen misrepresentation.  Because of these
reasons, apparently, we are going to be hys-
terical, and act in a manner which is not
consistent with the dignity of the House and
of the courts of law.

Mr. Kenneally: The same argumoent would
apply to the findings of every Royal Com-
mission that is appointed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would not
apply because it would be impossible to get
a Royal Commission to sit ag a court of ap-
peal on the courts of law,

My, Corboy: T rise to a point of order,
I think the Chief Secretary is referring to
a case that is now sub judice.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is highly improper
and against the Standing Orders.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not re-
ferring to the merits of the case, merely to
the fact that I am connected with it. Now
that objection has heen overcome I will re-
sume what I have to say. Never in the
memory of any member of this House has a
Royal Commission been appointed to sit as
a court of appeal over the courts of law of
the country. 1 am sure the Leader of the
Opposition, who has had many years of Par-
liamentary experienee, has no reeollection of
any Royal Commission being appointed
merely to act as a court of appeal to revise
decisions of the courts of law.

The Minister for Railways: If you have
a Royal Commission on this matter, let us
have one on the Ravensthorpe business.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: That indeed
was a question where there was a grave mis-
carrtage of justice. As the result of eon-
duct which was certainly not meritorious on
the part of those responsible for the posi-
tion, this matter cost the State about
£58,000,

Mr. Marshall: It was nearer £80,000.

Mr. Corboy: A Minister of the Crown
was responsible for that, )

The CHIEF SECRETARY : We may feel
that the decision arrived at in the Ravens-
thorpe caze was a wrong decision, hut would
we be justified in asking the House to ap-
point a special Roval Commission to in-
quire into and upset the finding of the
courts? T hope memhers will look at the
motion hefore them from a sensible point
of view, and with regard to the dignity
of the House and of the courts. They will
then =ee that the appointment of a Royal
Commission is not justifie]l. T hope the
motion will be rejected.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[6.10] : T hope the molion will be earried.
It seems there is ample voom for an in-
vestigafion into the affairs of the eom-
pany in many directions.

Mr. Wells: Apart from the deecisions of
the court.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes. Tarticularly with
respect to their elients and their methods
of selling blocks. Only this afterncon we
had the spectacle of a public servant in
charge of the stamp office swearing that the
documents produeed by the company in one
of these cases were insunfliciently stamped.
The company’s solicitor immediately pro-
duced a sheaf of other documents and said,
“If that is the case, all these must be in-
sufficiently stamped.”

The Minister for Railways: Is this not a
case that is pending in the court?

Mr. CORBOY: On the evidence produced
it is clear there should be an investigation
from the point of view of the State into
the activities of the State stamp office.
We should know why these documents have
not been properly scrutinised. An inquiry
into all aspects of the company’s activities
would do good, particularly in view of the
fact that the Government are apparently
losing money through the stamp office. It
seems that the ecompany can produce a
whole sheaf of documents which have been
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insufficiently stamped. The whole matter
warrants a proper investigation.

MR. H W. MANN (Perth} [6.11]: I
cannot agree with the views of the Chief
Secretary.

Mr, Marshall: You fellows over there
never do seem to agree with one another,

Mr, Parker: It is like the pine forests.
- Mr. H. W. MANN: The Chief Secretary
dealt with the matter as if it were an isolated
case. Let me instance the ease of a woman
being summoned for a sum of money said
"to be dne on a block of land. The court
gives its decision on the principles sur-
rounding that particular case. This woman
is sued by the company, and to prove the
case an agent gives evidenee of the trans-
action. He is supported by another agent,
and then probably by a further employee
of the company and finally by 2 very bind-
ing agreement. Against that we have the
evidenee of a weak woman, who tells her
story as well as she can to the court. If
all the faets were as stated and it was an
isolated case, the decision might be all
right. We know, however, there are scoves
of similar cases all under similar econdi-
tions. It therefore occurs to me there is
evidence of design on the part of those
who made the contracts. We are told that
before the contract is made the agent goes
with the intending purchaser and the land
is viewed. The intending purchaser is told
what great advantages there are in par-
chasing such a piece of country. We are
also informed that one woman was told
that Messrs. Foy & Gibson had bought one
of the blocks and intended to ereet upon it
a big warehouse. Of course this woman
would not understand the differemee be-
tween an existing false pretence and s
future false pretence. A present false pre-
tence is a criminal one, but if she were
told as a fact that Messrs. Foy & Gibson
were going to build a warehouse on one of
the bloeks, it would not matter how far
ahead in the matter of time, it would not
be a false pretence or a criminal aet on the
part of the persen making the statement.
The woman I am speaking of was also told
about certain tramway coneessions, and the
faet that the rails had been purchased for
the line, and that the Government were
civing other concessions.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. HL W. MAKNN: Befor: tea I was
endeavouring to show that if these eases ave
taken in an isolaled way they probably wear
an innocent appearance, so that the eourt
might reasonably find swainst a defendant
woman on evidence which would be substan-
tial on the part of the plantiff ening for the
money. The evidenre would be substantial
becanse the witnesses would be trained wit-
nesses, men of experience, men accustomed
to go into eonrt, knowing when they went in
what they were going to say., Onc witness
would corrohurate the other, and the final
corroboration would he the agresment. For
the defence there would he the unfortunate
woman alone, with no experience of courts
or of giving evidence, faltering in her re-
plies, uncertain of almost evervthing. The
woman has been earried off her feet by the
eloguence of the agent, and does not remem-
ber enything, Consequenily the magistrate,
ib finding for the company, does so on the
evidence before him. But we learn that
there are scoves of cases of a like mature.
Are we to assume that all those unfortunate
people from all over the State have, without
coming together, built up similar stories?
It is not possible in eivil cases 1o call evi-
dence of a number of other cases as showing
that there was design, that there was some
proof of false pretences or fraud. Buf in
every case wheve the story is told, we find
that the Government are going te build a
section of tramway and that Foy & Gibson
have bought o bloek and are going to erect
a warehouse. Is it rcasonable to assume that
all those people have invented that story?
Of course not. The point, however, is that
it is not possible to get that evidence before
the magistrate so as to enlightes him on that
aspect. He judges each case individually,
merely on the surroundings of that par-
tieular ease. With all respeet to the Chief
Secretary, I submit that it wonld not be
assuming against the judgment of the court
if a Royal Commission investigated the faets
of all these eases. Then, if the Royal Com-
mission found that there was 4 design, that
there was an intended fraud, and that this
was carried out in every ease, I submit, with
all respeect, it would be the duty of this Par-
liament to pass an amending measure to
nullify those contracts.

The Chief Secretary: It wonld requive a
new Aet, not an amending Bill.

Mr, H. W. MANN: In that ease I would
support the Bill for the necessary Aet. Itis
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many years sinee such extensive operations
as those of Land and Homes ocenrred in
Australia. I can throw my mind back many
vears to similar cases in Vigsoria, which
some hon. members will also reecllect—the
cases arvising in connection with the “Pie-
turesque Atlas of Australia,” Throughout
Victoria, copies of the “Picturesque Atlas"
were sold under extraordinary conditions,
and suits were brought against scores of
people and judgments given against them;
but fipally there was a eriminal prosecution
whieh showed that there was fraud and de-
sign, and the principal was sentenced fo a
term of imprisonment. The majority of the
defendants in these cases are women of very
limited means, many of them not able to
employ counsel to defend them. Therefore
if any reasonable ground exists for believing
that injustice has been doune, the best means
to right that injustice should be utilised. If
that means is through the agency of a Royal
Commission—and I see uo other ageney—I
shall support the motion, The Chief Secre-
tary said there never had been a case of a
Royal Commission beine appointed to in-
quire into something decided by the courts.
The hon. gentleman’s memory was astray,
beeanse in the first session that | was a mem-
ber of this Chamber I myself moved for and
obtained the appointmen: of a Royal Com-
mission to investigate the Gosnells land
swindle. In that instance, the company were
suing people for payments on land. Many
people had paid the full amounts owing, but
were not able to get titles. Some of them
never got titles. A Royal Commissioner was
appointed to iunvestigate the conditions of
sale, and eventunally relief was given to ths
purchasers.

The Chief Secretary: Tley got the titles
and tke land.

Mr. H. W. MANXN: Yes, afler the Royal
Commission had reported. Previously the
purchasers had the land but wanted titles.
They had built homes on their blocks.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Was there any relief
as the result of the Royal Cominission?

Mr. H. W. MANN: I believe there was.

Mr. Parker: No.

Mr. H W, MANN: The point is that a
Royal Commission was appointed to investi-
zate the position. The Chief Seeretary’s
contention was that there never ha¢ been an
instance of a Royal Commission being ap-
pointed to investigate a cuse decided by the
courts. Whether or not rclief was given is
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not the point. The poin! is thal a Royal
Commission was appointed. If a Royal
Commission investizated these c¢ases and re-
ported that the contracts bad been obtained
by fraud, the Government would have no
aption but te bring in 2 Bill to relieve those
people of their contraects.

The Chief Secretary: Why not leave the
matter to the eourt?

Mr. H. W. MANN: Muny of these cases
will not reach the court.

Mr. Kenneally: The ¢ompany are using
the court to bludgeon other people. Only a
small percentage of the cases reach the court.

Mr. H W, MANN: People who have not
the means of defending the eases are being
forced to pay. Another point is that an in-
dividual who is sued for a sam of money
ean merely go along and tell his own story,
where the Royal Cominission would be able
to get the stories of all these people.

Mr. Kenneally: Yes, and without each de-
fendant having te engage a sohcifor. The
company are working on that at the moment.

My, H. W. MANN: Tt is all very well for
4 person with a trained mind and with com-
mercial knowledge to delend such a case.
But that is not the class of person that is
being sued. It is the inexperienced house-
wife, who knows nothing ahout law courts,
that is heing sued. Where the woman is able
to employ counsel and put up a fight, the
matter is decided merely on the cirenm-
stances of that particular case, whereas n
Royal Commission would be able to ascertain
what are the conditions in scores of cases.

The Chief Secretary: That ean be done in
every case.

Mr. H. W. MANN: The learued judge re-
fused to admif such evidenee in a recent case.

The Chief Secretary: That was a criminal
case. I am speaking of civil aztions.

Mr. H. W. MAXNN: The judge refused to
admit sueh evidence.

The Chief Secretary: But that was a
eriminal ease.

Mr. HOW.MANNX: Yes. I consider there
is justification for an investigation by a
Royal Commission, and therefore I support
the motion.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
debate adjonred.

Resolved: That motions be continued.
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MOTION—HARBOUR DUES, PORT
HEDLAND.

MR. LAMOND (Pilbara)
move—

That in the opinion of this Housc the
action of the Commissioner of Railways in
levying differentin) harbour dues, by way of
rebatey, at Port MHedland on wool transported
by motor lorvies is intmical to the welfare of
the pastoral industry, and shonld net be
#llawed,

[743]: 1

T have not brought forward thiz motion
without first interviewing the Railway De-
partment and also the Minister in charge of
that department with a view to securing
some relief for those who, in my opinion,
have a well-founded grievance. In 1929 the
Conmmissioner of Railways, realising that a
large portion of the wool elip in the Port
Hediand district was being transperted by
road, eame to the conelusion thot a consider-
able percentage of the transport of that wool
shonld be the work of the Railway Depart-
ment. By way of brioging back that traffic
to the department, he imposed differential
wharfage rates. On all wcol carted by rail,
the old rate of 2s. 6d. per hale was to apply.
but on the wool carted by road, a surcharge
of 1s. 6d. per hale was imposed. Several
of the station owners concerned referred the
matter to a lawyer and were advised that they
were entitled to a refund as it was unlawful
for the Commissioner to levy such differen-
tial rates. After some argunment and appli-
cation to the Commissioner for a refund,
that official decided to agree to the request
and refund the payments to the station
owners affected by the increa~ed rate. In
1930, the Commissioner decided to impose a
flat wharfage rate of 4s. per bale and those
station owners that utihsed the railway
were to receive a refund of 1s. 6d. per bale.
He further decided that those who carted by
road but were considered 3 not being served
hy the railway, were also fo receive the ve-
bate. The stations that the Commissioner
constdered were heing served by the railway
and were within ihe railway zone had to pay
the inereased rate. Then the Commissioner
set ont to decide what stations were within
the railwny zone. Tt is c¢n this partienlar
peint that T raizse my protest. I eclaim the
Railway Department hav: set up an extra-
ordinary anomaly. Therz are really three
stations only affected by the arrangement.
They are the Shaw River, Wallareena and
Hillside. I wish to explain the pesition of
those stations and also of another station the

[ASSEMBLY.)

owners of which received thie rebate although,
according to the Commissioner, within the
railway zone. The Shaw River ouf-camp is
16 miles from the railway siding. The near-
est siding is 54 miles up the railway line. The
distanee by road from the station to the port
is 50 miles. That means that waool eonveyed
by the railway has to travel a distance of 70
miles. The station owners have {o pay rail-
way and road freight over a distance of 70
miles, instead of over 50 miles by road
direct to the port. Neither the Government
nor the Railway Department have given any
consideration to the road conditions hetween
the Shaw River shearing shed and the rail-
way siding. Neither the Government nor the
loeal governing authoritics have spent a
shilling on the road, whica is merely a bush
track. There are several r.astv creek cross-
ings to De negoliated, and the expense of
clearing the track to enable the siding to be
reached has bad to be borne by the station
owners. Wallareena is 26 miles from the
nearest raiiway siding and 38 miles from the
port. The people there would have to bring
the wool by road 26 miles fo the siding,
whieh is 81 miles up the line, making
a total distance for the wool to be carted, 57
miles, as against the distance by road direct
to Port Hedland of 38 wiles. Regarding
Hillside, it is 60 miles from the head of the
railway line, which is 11+ miles from Porc
Hedland. The wool from that station has to
be earried a fotal distance of 174 miles as
against the distance hy road to port of 148
miles. That is to say, by rail the wool has
to he carted an additional 26 iniles, which
represents that much additional eartage
eosts. One station at least four miles within
the railway zone was exempted by the Com-
missioner of Railways. The station house is
within four miles of a raillway ziding; there
are two sidings on the ruu, and the railway
divides the run. Yet that station was granted
exemption! Can the Minister or the Commis-
sioner of Railways justify such an exemption,
having regard to the fact that othav stations
not exempted hut regarded as within the
railway zone, are 16 miles, 60 miles, and 26
miles respectively distant from the nearest
railway siding? TE those stations were com-
pelled to use the nearest siding to the pro-
perties, they would have to pay extra cart-
age costs over distanees of 20 miles, 20 miles
and 26 miles respectively, I think that
position will take a lot ot explaining to con-
vince members that such u distinction sheould
have been made. I am prepared to ro as
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far as anvone e¢lse in my desire to see the
railways secure their just and legitimate
trade. but I will not be a party to assisting
the Commissioner of Railways to foree back
trade to the railways under the conditions 1
have outlined. The pastoral ndustry is
passing through most diffienlt times. In-
stead of imposing further burdens on that
industry, it would be more in keeping with
the times were the Government or the Com-
missioner of Railways to relieve the industry
of burdens they already carry, rather than
inerease them, partienlarly when those in-
creased burdens ereate such an anomaly as
I have disclosed and mean increased wharf-
aze dues. The other night the Minister for
TWorks introduced legislation to relieve those
who are earting wool by wotor transport.
That relief extends to 50 per cent. of the
license fee they pay to-day. That is just,
and I approve of the proposal. On the
other hand, the position I have disclosed this
evening has indicated to lon. embers how

, the Commissioner of Raiiways has added
further charges that have to be shouldered
by the pastoralist. It will be agreed, when
we consider the rate of 4s. per bale charged
at Port Hedland, compared with the charge
of 1s. 6d. at Fremantle, it is timne the Gov-
ernment gave the people in the North-West
some relief from these burdens.

The Minister for Rallwzuys: What is the
name of the station you say the Commis-
sioner exempted?

Mr. LAMOND: Pippingarra. I appeal
to the Minister to give cousideration to this
matter. I have endeavoured to place it
clearly before the House. If the Minister
will consider the position, I am convineced
he will come to the conelusion thai refunds
to the station owners I have indicated will be
Jjustified. ‘

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
debate adjourned.

MOTION—PARLIAMENTARY
REPRESENTATION.

Withdrawn,
MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantie) [7.56]:

The next notice of motion is standing in my
name, and reads—

Th:t the Govermment be requested to bring
down legrislation in time for the mext elee-
tinns ta provide that the nomber of memhbers
of Purlziment iu this Stute be reduced from
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80 to 40, and alse to provide that they be
elected for a four wears’ term irslead of
three.

In view of reecent happenings in the Enst-
ern States at the Premiers’ Conference, T
ask leave to withdraw the motion,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

PAPERS—PUBLIC SERVICE COMMIS-
SIONERSHIP, APPOINTMENT,

MR, PANTON (Leederville) [7.57]: I
move—

That all papers relating to the applications
for appointment as Tublie Service ommis-
sioncr be Iaid upon the Table of the Hause.

T presume the Minister does not propose to
regard this as a formal motion, seeing that
he refused to lay the papers on the Table
of the House, as indicated in his replies
to a question I asked in the House. It is
no mere curiosity that impels me to move
the motion, nor is it with any desire to
start upon a heresy hunt regarding the
suecessful applicant. On the other hand,
1 consider the Public Service Commissioner-
ship an office of great public importance.
The occupant of the position will have con-
trol over a large section of the community,
and if anybody bas a right to lmow who
the applicants were and their qualifications,
surely it is Parliament. In answer to one
of my questions: the Acting Premier stated
that the cualifications required for the
position were the fullest knowledge of the
service and the finaneial position of the
State, eoupled with administrative abilitv:
From my knowledge of some of the appli-
cants I know that they would have filled
the bill. In my opinion, if the successful
applicant possesses all the qualifications
set out, espeeially with reference to the fin-
ancial position of the State at present, the
Government committed a grievous error
when they removed that officer from the
position of Under Treasurer. If there is
any department to-day requiring the best
administrative brsins, it is the Treasury.
Tn those circumstances it is difficolt to un-
derstand why the successful applicant was
appointed. What T am particularly inter-
ested in is the policy of the GGovernment
regarding these appointments. It has been
said by the Premier on many occasions—
and I presume the Premier speaks for the
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Government—that the policy of the Gov-
ernment is preference to returned soldiers.
I have here a circular setting that out
in unmistakeable language. It is the ac-
cepted policy of the Government. For a
long time efforts have been made to get
the Government to carry out something of
that policy, and in most instances we have
found the departmental heads blamed for
failure to carry out that policy. However,
on this occasion we have a concrete case
against the Government, who themselves
dealt with the applicants, numbering, as
the Minister explained the other day in
answer to my question, no fewer than 35.
I know, and the Minister has admitted, that
there were returned soldiers amongst those
applicants.  Still, the Minister declared
that  the qualifications of the suceessful
applicant were superior to those of the
other applicants. T and many others are
strongly of opinion that the qualifications
of at least one or two of the returned soldier
applicants were equal, if not superior to,
those of the successful applicant.

The Minister for Railways: That is a
matter of opinion.

Mr. PANTON: I admit that. _ And for
this side of the House it must remain
merely a matter of opinion unless we are
allowed to peruse the papers and so ae-
quaint ourselves with the qualifications of
the other applicants. I can see no reasonable
objection to the papers being laid on the
Table. The Minister sald that some of
the applicants might resent it. But surely,
if a person considers himself of sufficient
ability to apply for a high position like
that of Public Service Commissioner, he
must consider that his qualifications fit bim
for the post. In those circumstances why
should he resent having his neme, with
those of the other applicants, laid on the
Table of the House? I do not know where
the Minister gets the idea that the unsuc-
cessful applicants would resent the laying
of the papers on the Table of the House.
At present I am unfortunate in that if I
desired to move in the matter of this ap-
poiniment, I should not be in a position to
put up a case until I saw the papers and
was able to scrufinise the qualifications of
the 35 applicants. Having once seen those
papers, and considered the gqualifications of
the applicants, I might agree that the Gov-
ernment had appointed the best man after
all; but until I can go through the papers,

[ASSEMEBELY.]

I bave to voice my opinion practically in
the dark.

The Minister for Railways: Every ex-
pression of opinion is made in the dark.

My, PANTON: Certainly we on this side
are in the dark and must remain in the
dark until we see those papers. 8o, as I
say, if I felt under an obligation to move
in this matter, I would be only expressing
an opinion in the dark, which I do not de-
sire to do. I can see no resson why the
Minister should decline to lay those papers
on the Table. If the Government have ap-
pointed the best qualified man, why refuse
to let the House and the world have proof
of it? If, after seeing the papers, we were
of opinion that the best man had not been
selected, we would be justified in express-
ing an opinion to that effect. If the House
is not prepared to agree to the motion and
have the papers tabled, we shall have to
take it for granted the best man has been
selected. But there iz a big principle un-
derlying this, namely the poliey of-the Gov-
ernment in respeet of preference to re-
turned soldiers. It is a very easy thing for
the Minister to say the qualifications of the
suceessful applicant were superior to those
of the returned soldier applieants, but un-
til he lays the papers on the Table the Min-
ister is not justified in expecting us to ze-
cept his assprance on that point. If the
Government desire the returned soldiers
and the public te agree there was not
amongst the applicants any returned soldier
deserving of preference, it is their duty to
let ws see the papers. Members ought

to support the motion, if only in
view of the iImportanece of the posi-
tion to whieh the applicants aspived.

Again, if all we hear about the state of the
finances is true, it was & grave error on the
part of Cabinet to appoint the Under
Treasnrer to the post and toke him from the
Treasury, where just noew the best brains
and administrative ability are essential. It
may be argued by the Minister that a
thorongh knowledge of the publie serviee
and of finanecial administration is neeessary
in this office of Public Service Commissioner,
but I say that where the Public Service Com-
misstoner could save the State £1, an Under
Treasurer with the necessary financial ability
would save the State £1,000. An officer with
an intimate knowledge of the finances of the
State should remnin in the Treasurv, where
he is so nmuch requived at present. After
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all is said and done, financial questions are
for the departmental heads rather than for
the Public Service Commissioner, who should
be thoronghly versed in classifications and
the hearing of disputes in the service, a man
able to weigh the pros and cons of cases put
hefore him, rather than a man skilled in
finance. A Treasury official is required to
have a knowledge of where the money is
being gpent, which is something the Public
Service Commissioner knows little or nothing
abont. T repeat that the papers should be
laid on the Table, so that members may see
for themseclves whether the Government have
picked the right man for this important
position.

On motion by ihe Minister for Lands, de-
hate adjourned.

BILL—CHARITABLE PURPOSES IN-
COME DEDUCTIONS.

Second Reading.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.10] in mov-
ing the second reading said: I hope the Bill
will receive a welecome. Of course it is not
a taxing measure; indeed, it is quite the
opposite, for it provides velief in respect of
amounts paid for charifable purposes. The
object is to correct an anomaly as hetween
the Federal and State Taxation Aets. In the
Federal Aect, Section 23, provision is made
for deduetions in respect of payments for
certain charitable purposes. The State Act
contains no sach provision. ‘To supply the
omission, Clause 2 ol the Bill reads as fol-
lows i—

For the purpose of the assessment (in the
financial year ending on the thirticth day of
June, 1932, and in every subsequent financial
year) of the taxable income of any taxpayer,
a deduetion shall he allowed of the amount
of any payment (not less than one pound),
made by him, out of his income by way of
gift during the preceding finaneial year, to
the board of trustees or other controlling
anthority (whether incorporated or mot) of
any public hespital or other public charitable
or henevolent institution, or of any public
park or reserve, or of any university or public
school, or of any library, art gallery, museunm,
o other institution maintained for public
cdueation, recreation, or enjoyment and sub-
sidised by the Government of the State, or
of any payment so made to any public fund
established and maintained for the purpose
of providing money for anv such institution
as aforesaid or for the relief of persons in
necessitous eireumstances.
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Approval of the Bill would give considera-
tion under the State Aet to money gifts,
subjeet to the minimum amount of £1 being
donated to the purposes mentioned. I have
discussed the matter with the Deputy Com-
missioner of Taxation, Mr. Black, and he
agrees that since a similar deduection is
allowed under the Federal Act, no added ex-
pense would be iirvolved in cheeking the re-
turns for the State.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Is not the amount
under the Federal Act £57

Mr. SAMPSON: No, I understand that
gifts of £1 and upwards are allowed as de-
duretible amounts. The Bill would afford
special consideration to people providing
funds to assist State benevolent and other
movements stipulated in the Bill. It would
also allow consideration for meney paid to
loeal unemployment committees, subjeet al-
ways to the minimum of £1. The Bill would
accomplish something in the direction of
encouraging philanthropy for the benefit of
State institutions.

Hon. P. Collier: How wonld it help to
balance the budget?

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not know that it
would help, bat it would have a good effect
on State chavities. T believe the Minister
controlling unemployment relief wonld wel-
come such a measure, because it would en-
courage the exercise of that virtue, charity,
which would be helpful in various activities
in which the Minister is interested.

Hoen. P. Collier: The more the nnemployed
got, the less the Treasurer would get. It
would be only n eross entry.

The Minister for Railways: Why tax any-
one on voluntary giving?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Bill would correct
an anomaly, and the faect that a similar de-
duction is allowed under the Federal Act is
argument for allowing it under the State
Act,

Hon, P. Collier: I thought the Federal
people could do nothing right.

Mr, SAMPSON: Perhaps the exception
proves the rule. I am not sure that the
Leader of the Opposition has much faith in
any Federal Government. If he has, he and
I think differently. The House might well
approve of the principle of the Bill, and
thus remove an anomaly. I move—

That the Rill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
debate adjourned.
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BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committer.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Richardson in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill,

Clause 4—Amendment of Section 42

[Mr. 4. 'W. Mann had moved to strike out
of the proposed new Subsection (la) the
words ‘‘prohibit, either absolutely or sub-
jeet to preseribed” and insert in lien the
word ‘‘preseribe.’’]

The MINISTER T'OR WORKS: I op-
pose the amendment. T am surprised at the
atlitude of members on this side of the
House, hecause the regulition in question
has been in foree since 1926, I have laid on
the Table several amendments dealing with
this matter and they have not been gues-
tioned. The regmlations were amended on
the 22ud June, 1928, 27th May, 1929, Gth
September, 1929, 19th September, 1930, and
26th September, 1930. Cnly once was ex-
coption faken to an amcrdment, and that
was in regard to picking vp passengers be-
tween [Locke-street and Broadway. The
Upper House objected to the amendment of
the resulation, and it was then made to pro-
vide that buses could pick up passengers
going to Fremantle bui not to Perth. The
Full Court recently ruled that Section 42
was ultra vires,

Hon. P. Collier: Has the Chief Secretary
been advised that the Bill is now heing eon-
sidered?

The Minister for l.ands: No fear!

Hon. P, Collier: I think it is only fair to
advize him.

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS:
not my duty to advise him.

Hon. P. Collier: He ought to be present.

Mr. Corboy: The Minister for Works will
not run away again if the Chief Secvetary
does come?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment would make i~ impossible to en-
force the vegulation.

Mr ANGELO: T am as keen as any meni-
ber to protect the intervsis of the railways
and tramways as much 4 possible, but we
minst consider the convenienre of suburban
residents. Sinee the debate last week, I
have made two trips fror, Nicholson-road,
Subiace, to the city by tram. One trip oeen-
pied 21 minotes. and the other 20 minutes.
From close handy to that intersection, I
made two trips to the city by hus, one of

It 1s
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which took seven minutes and the other six
minutes,

Hon. P. Collier: And liow long did you
have to wait at the tram ierminus?

My, ANGELO: That vwas not taken into
consideration. There was n difference of 14
minntes in the time occupied on that short
journey.

Mr. Withers:
the fares?

Mr. ANGELO: By bus the fare iz 6d.,
by tram 3d.

Mr. Covhoy : Ouly 100 per cent. difference!

Mr, H. W, Mann: TIs not that a pretby
mood tax?

The Minister for Railways: We ought to
charge by weight.

Hon. P. Collier: Then the member for
(Gascoyne would have to walk.

Mr. ANGELO: I often walk, but if the
hon. member doubted my ability to do so,
I could roll. A business man likes to go
home to lunch.

Hon. P. Collier:
night.

Mr. ANGELO: It would be safe to say
that the nverage suburban man travels to the
city twice a day, thus making four trips by
tram or bus. A saving of 15 minutes mn
travelling by bus would mean a difference
of an hour per dav, as aguinst travelling by
tram.

Mr. Corhoy: But he wounld save 1s. if he
travelled by tram.

Mr. ANGELO: The time of many people
is worth more than 1s. an hour. Six hours
a week would mean 24 bkours a month, or
nearly a fortnight a year.

Mer. Corboy: That would be his long ser-
vice leave. -

Mr, ANGEILO: Is it fair to penalise a
business man by compelling him to travel
by tram instead of bus?

Mr. Raphael: The residents asked for the
trams in the first place.

Mr. Marshall: Many hysiness men have
their own means of transport.

Mr. ANGELO: When on a visit to Syd-
ney, I had oceasion to visit a suburb seven
or eight miles from the capital, and a friend
who accompanied me took me bv bns. He
said there were hundreds of buses plying
between those two points. On a subsequent
visit he took me by train. I asked where the
buses were, and he replied that onlv two
were then running. The railwavs had been
electrified and brought up to date, and the
buses had gone off the route. I believe our

What is the difference in

Or back to the office at
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transport service could be improved, even
with the present rolling stock.

The Minister for Railways: I told vou
s0 ten years ago and vou would not take any
notice of it.

Mr. ANGELO: I have often said that
minntes could be cut off ¢ach journey.

The Minister for Works: Off the tramway
runs? ‘

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, and the present
rolling stock conld make many more trips
if it were not kept idle at the termini for 10
or 12 minutes. Tn the civenmstances, it is
not fair to penalise suburban residents, and
therefore I support the amendment.

Mr. MARSHALL: Some metropolitan
members are not giving the Minister
for Railways much support. The Chief
Secretary, in his speech last week, raised
three points in opposition to the eclause
When the Chief Secretary makes a speech
in this House his remarks are usually treated
with respect. When the Bill becomes law, I
hope the Minister for Works will request the
Routes Advisory Board to revise the present
rountes. Practically all these routes have
been in existence for a long time. It was
necessary to dovetail them more or less into
one channel as they approached the centre of
the ¢ity. The Swanbourne, Wembley and
North Beach buses dovetail, more or less, at
Oxford-street and follow much the same
roufe into the city. Seltlement, however, has
heen going on all the time, and new roads
have been constructed. Tt is now possible to
depart from some of these routes, supply
the requirements of many new settlers, and
reduce the competition against the trams.
No one wants to prevent bus proprietors
from profiting by publiec enstom if people
wish to travel in their vehieles. Every effort
Las been made to supply the wants of the
people with due resard to the inferests of
the State. A Supreme Court action was re-
quirved to show the weakness of the present
regulations, otherwise they would doubtless
Lave remained untouched. The Bill now pro-
poses to amend the law in the direetion re-
quired. The Chief Secretary is as much a
custodian of the public interests as is the
Minister for Railways. All members of the
Government should work together in a mat-
ter of this kind.

Hon. I, Collier: The Chief Secretary was
not cousulted when the Bill was framed.

Mr. MARSHALL: Because he was not
consuited, he has felt insulted. The Chief

Secretary made light of the Routes Advisory
Board. He said it had no legal status and
was therefore entitled to little consideration.
This hoard was created merely to give
advice,

The Minister for Railways: Tt has only
power to do that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt comprises people
who have a compete knowledge of this kind
of thing, and they have acted only in an ad-
visory capacity. The Chief Secretary does
not helieve in monopolies. He spoke of
them in disparaging terms, and said that
they stank and that he would not have any-
thing to do with them. The very regulations
that give a monopoly to the trams and rail-
ways also give one to bus owners provided
they do that which is expected of them, I
am afraid I must now view the Chief Secre-
tary’s remarks with suspicion. Despite his
stinging statements concerning monopolies,
last night he voted for one. 1If he preaches
one principle and practices another within
the week, his remarks must lose value.

The Minister for Railways: Evervthing is
right now: he has veetified his previous
error.

Mr. MARSHALL: T should like to know
if it has heen the eustom of the Government
to ask the Chief Secretavy either to frame
regulations for the Government o supervise
them.

The Minister for Works: That ix for the
Attorney General to do.

Mr. MARSHALL : On Thursday night
the Chief Secretary referved to a trauway
monopoly, and to persons being prevented
from getting transport after ihe trams had
gensed running. I now find that the regula-
tions under the Traflic Aet cover the very
point raised by him. What he said was mis-
leading. He declaved that a woman with a
sick child was unable to get transport at
11.30 at night from Claremont because the
last tram had passed and no bus would pirk
her up. I find that Part 5 of the remla-
tions specifically states that they do not
apply to ov affect terminal points on any
preseribed route, and allow vebicles aleng
certain routes freedom of action beiween
11.30 p.m. and 6 a.m. 1t theveture appears
that any bus could have picked nup anyune
along the route in question between 11.30
p.m. and 6 am. The language employed in
the regnlations so much resembles that of tite
Chief Secretary that I am glad to have the
assurance of the Minister for YWorks that
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he was not deliberately misleading the House.
The law as it stands has done injury te no
one. The huses have gathered custom, made
progress, and experienced a fairly profitable
time. The clanse we ave dealing with would
never have been contemplated had it not
been for a breach of contract on the part of
the bus proprietors. YWhen routes were first
preseribed it was agreed between the Gov-
ernment and the proprietors that certain
voutes should be followed conditionally upon
the bases refraining from picking up or sei-
ting down passengers along the tram fracks.
One person signed an undertaking to
adhere to that agreement, but before he
had operated buses for any length of time
he violated it. Seeing that in the past
many bus proprietors agreed to such a con-
dition, why the present amendment?

Mr. MILLINGTON: As to the merits of
a tramway system, the people who urged
the constrmetion of the tramway undertook
that if a line were constructed they would
not ask for buses. A fair deal has been given
to the buses. They take away some custom
from the trams, but where it can be shown
that the tramway system does not serve a
certain area, buses nrve permitted to ply. Ay
belief is that a large majority of the residents
of outlying suburbs favour the tramway sys-
tem. If it were suggested to discontinue
the tramways, there would indeed be an
agitation. The Bill represents no hardship
to the bus proprietors. There has been
1o breach of faith on the part of the Gov-
ernment, but some bus proprietors have
discovered a loophole in the regulations.
[t is possible to curry favour with those
who do not eare whether the tramwavs pay
or not, but yet wish them to remain in the
district. People who ask for tramway ex-
tension should be prepared to put up with
a certain amount of inconvenience. Short-
distance railway travel is not worth pro-
tecting.

The Minister for Lands: It is handy in
the merning and at night.

Myr. MILLINGTON : If the tramway sys-
tem were discontinued, we eonld not have
sufficient buses to shift the traffie at peak
periods. The time for serapping the trams
has not yet arrived. I believe in the
shandy-gaff system of trams and buses ob-
taining in my electorate. Let us not have
regulations that will not hold when tested
at law.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. RAPHAEL: I oppose the amend-
ment. We have to decide whether we will
look after the interests of the State gen-
erally or in the interests of a small sec-
tion, throw millions’ worth of public pro-
perty on the serapheap. I agree that the
Government should take control of the
buses, although I do not consider the tram-
ways should be abolished. The two systems
should be worked in conjunction. Amother
point for consideration is that of rumning
costs. Every wmile run by buses means
additional taxation, beecanse all that they
run on is purchased from America. The
flow of money from Ausiralia to
America and England must cease,
In Victoria Park there iz a bus ser-
vice, the proprietors of which have
been fined on numerous oeceasions for
picking uwp passengers where they should
not have done so. I have to acknowledge
the fact that the progress of the outer parts
of the distviet has been due to the initiative
of the man wheo inangurated that serviee.
[ would pot be a party to prohibiting him
from carrying on, but if the Government
want to deal with the whole position in an
honourable way, they should assume power
to take over the bus services from the pres-
ent owners, who should he compensated.
The Government do not appear to know
where to stop when they commence passing
legislation fo place burdens upon the motor
services. The mismanagement of those in
charge ‘of the tramways has been another
factor in the suceessful operations of motor
transportation. How can it be expected
that the trams will show a profit if they
are pot run in a profiiable way? On one
occasion at the W.A.C.A. pround, there were
two or three trams svailable to cope with
2,000 or 3,000 people, and at that time
abant 40 tramway men were being stood
down each week, and roiling stock laid up
aceordingly. There was plenty of work for
those men to do. Can the public be ex-
pected to support the trams under
sueh conditions?  TUntil the Government
provide a decent iramway service under
reasonable management, the buses and taxis
will eontinne to control the passenger traffic
of the city. The trams did not show a loss
ander the Labour Governmeat’s regime. I
have a complaint to make against the buses
which do not cater for the people, whereas
the trams do run to a time table. How can
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it be expected that buses run by young boys
and girls will provide an adequate service?

Mr. Angelo: I thought the bus service
was responsible for building up Vietoria
Park.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I refer to the Perth-
Fremantle service, which should prove pro-
fitable seeing that for some time the proprie-
tors were paying a sweating wage of £1 a
week to the girls.

The Minister for Railways: You do not
want that!

Mr. RAPBAEL: No, that is why I sup-
port the Minister, hoping there is no ulterior
motive behind his action. It ean justly be
claimed that the buses on all routes run to
suit themselves. The Minister is making
some attempt to see that they maintain a
reasonable time-tabls and provide the facili-
ties required by the pecple. I hope the
amendment will be defeated.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes - .. o .. 3
Noes . .. . .oo31
Majority agminst .. 28
AYES,
Mr. Anpgelo Mr. H. W. Mnan
Mp. Sampson (Teiler.)
NoES,

Mr. Barnard Mr. Parker

Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick

Mr. Corboy Mr. Piesse

Mr. Doney Mr. Raphael

Mr. Ferguson Mr, Secaddan

Mr. Grifiths Mr. Sleeman

Mr. Hegney Mr. J. H. 5mith

Mr. Johnson Mr. Thorn

Mr, Kenneally Mr. Troy

Mr. Lamond Mr., Wansbrough

Mr. Latham Mr. Wells

Mr. Lindsay Mr. Willeock

Mr. Marshall Mr. Wilson

Mr. McLarty Mr. Withers

Mr, Millington Mr. North

Mr. Munsle (Peller

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. PARKER: I move an amendment—

That in lines 10, 12, 13 amd 14 the words
ffor railway’’ be struck out.

This amendment is rot on all fours with
that which we have just considered, because
the trams do stop at reasonable distances
of from 200 yards to 300 yards. On the
other hand, the trains generally stop at dis-
tances varying from a mile to three miles
apart. Take the position on the Perth-Fre-
mantle railway route. The clause would
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mean that from Cottesloe to Fremantle, the
buses would be debarred from picking up
or setting down passengers. That was not
in the original regulation at all.

The Minister for Railways: Nor is it in
this, either.

Mr. PARKER: So, ioo, in respeet of
Armadale. Imagine that because of the
railway ecrossing near Gosnells the Gover-
nor may make g regulation to prevent a bus
from picking up a passenger on the Gosnells
road within 150 yards of that railway eross-
ing! The railways should not be brought
into this at all. If the Government desire
people to travel on suburban railways in-
stead of on the buses, there are many rail-
way reforms that might well be institnted
in order to encourage passengers. Then if
the huses wanted the traflic, they in tarn
would have to make concessions, and the
public would get the benefit. I cannot seec
any vreason why, becausce of the railway, the
Governor should he empowered to roake
regulations to prevent buses picking up or
setting down passengers along the 1arra-
katta rozd or between Cottesloe and the
traffic bridge at Fremantle, Competition
with the fraws is different, for the !raus
cater for what might be called the road
trailic, whereas the railways do not. If we
wish to prevent people travelling by hus,
let us eliminate the buses altogether, but
do not let us have these vexatious resirie-
tions. If the clause means that the Governor
will in fact make fhese proposed regula-
tions, the result will be that g bus leaving
Fremnntle for Perth will find very few places
where passengers can be picked up or set
down. These words “or railways” were not
in any previous regulation, and ought not
to be in the clause.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ervi-
dently the hon. member is not aware that
sinee first these regulations were made there
has been provision that no passenger shall
be picked up by a bus within 150 yards of
a railway station. It is not intended to
make any further restrictions on behal® of
the railways.

Mr. SAMPSON: Surelv if this is all the
Minister desires, the clause ought to he
amended, for at present it gives power to
make regulations regarding the yunning of
motor buses within 150 wards of a railway
line,

Amendment put and negatived.
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The CHIEY SECRETARY: I wmove an
amendment—

That the following be added at the cnd of

the elause:~—''In competition with tramears
using such frawway, or traing using soch
railway, *
I understand that the whele purpose of the
proposed regulation is the protection of
traffic, not of trumway rails nor railway
rails. The addition of these words will de-
fine the powers given for protection of that
character. Without these proposed addi-
tional words we shall really be proteeting
rails, as indeed the old regulation did.
Under the contemplated vegulation, if
trams or trains were never to ran on the
lines, nevertheless the prohibition would lie.
and that I think is not desirable.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 as-
sume the Chief Secretary desires that when
no trams or trains are running, the buses
shall be allowed to pick up passengers along
those routes. 1 have to be very caveful
about accepting an amendment to the elause.

Ton. P. Collier: Wspecially having re-
gard to the source of the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have been very careful in the drafting of
this eclanse, and I think I know whnat is
required. These regulations ean give effect
to the suggestion of the Chief Secretary;
in fact, they have already done so, in that
they provided that after the trams ceesed
running, the buses could pick up passen-
gers anywhere. That can be provided also
in the new regulation, and indeed it will be
provided.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 5—agreed to.

New Clause:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
move—

That the following new clause be inserted
to stand as (Jause 5:— ¢Clause 3.—The Third
Schedunie of the principal Aet is hereby
amended by alding the following waords to
the third puragraph of Part 2 anfter the word
‘pavahle’:—' for earh passenger the omnibus
is licensed to carry.’’’

Under the Act, we have declared that buses
and taxis in country districts shall pay a
fee of £1 10s5. a seat. Now that has been
interpreted to mean £1 10s. per vehicle.
The proposed new clause will make it elear

[ASSEMBLY.]

that it means £1 10s. per seat. This matter
has eropped up in Kalgoorlie, and the Kal-
goorlie Road Board have written for an in-
terpretation.

Hon. P. Collier:
people up there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The new
clanse is required to make the position clear.

They are very alert

New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—LOAN .
COUNCIL.

Counsideration of Premier’s Report.

Debate resumed from the 19th May on
the following motion by the Premier:—

That the statement made to the TTouse on
the 12th May be receivedl.

HON. J. ¢. WILLCOCK (Geraldton)
(9.32]: There seems to be no disposition
on the part of members on the Government
side to continue the debate. I thought
there would have been a rush to eatch your
eye, Mr. Speaker, because it was stated in
the Press that members supporting the Gov-
ernment had unanimously decided in solemn
Caucus that Parliament should be sum-
moned to consider the financial position of
the State.

The Minister for Lands: No, the Leader
of the Opposition influenced the ecalling
together of Parliament.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Oh, no.

Hon. P. Collier: It was the Governor
who suggested it.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Members oppo-
gite must have had their ftongues in their
cheeks if they did not desire fo discuss
the financial position or the measures neces-
sary to get the State out of its difficulties.
It is surprising that, after such a concensus
of- opinion regarding the advisableness of
calling Parliament together to diseuss these
matters, when the motion is called and after
the Leader of the Opposition has contri-
buted a weighty utteranee, members on the
Government side should seem to think alt
that need be said has been said.

The Minister for Railways: The case is
sub judice. Lang and Theodore have nearly
agreed.



[27 Mav, 1931.)

Heu. J. C. WILLCOCK: I do net know
that all our troubles will be solved from the
moment they agree, or that there is ne
necessity for this or other State Parlia-
ments to consider the position. So many
aspects were raised by the Premier’s state-
ment and the position is changing so rap-
idly, almost from day to day, that one
hardly knows where to commence or which
phase to discuss. It would be well, per-
haps, for members to discuss not only the
-cause of the present financial stringency
and the position of the State, but also the
effects, and the measuvres that might be
taken by united aetion to get the State
out of its trouble. I do not think there can
be any difference of opinion regarding the
cause of the trouble. It is due prineipally,
as the Leader of the Opposition stated, to
the fall in the prices of staple products,
wheat and wool, and the over-borrowing
that took place in the last seven or eight
years. The over-borrowing would not have
been permitted had not there been a gen-
eral belief that the prices of primary pro-
ducts would remain somewhere near the
level of those years. If it had been appar-
ent to the people in London, Ameriea or
Justralia that the priee of wool wonld have
receded to 8d. or 9d. per lb. or that the
price of wheat would have fallen to about
25. a bushel, very few people in control
of finance would have been prepared to
lend money to build up those industiries,
which are now being conducted on an abso-
lutely unprofitable basis. Borrowing is not
harmful provided the money is spent well.
The serious aspect of over-borrowing, as
was pointed out by the Economie Commis-
sion a few years ago, is that almost all the
money borrowed abroad by Australia came
here in the form, not of eash, but of goods.
At any rate, that applied to the portion of
our borrowings not used to pay interest
overseas. The great bulk of the goods im-
porfed were subject to heavy Customs
duties, which gave the Federal Government
considerable revenue and created an im-
pression, in view of succeeding surpluses,
that money could be found for everything.
There has been extravagance on the part
of the Federal Government. At present it
is unjustified and cannot be allowed to
continue.

The Minister for Railways: The worst
feature was that the money was borrowed
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by the State and was nsed by the Federal
(iovernment as ordinary revenue.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: I suppose that
235 per cent. of the money horrnwed over-
seas passed into Federal revenue through
the Customs and has been spent as
ordinary revenue. But for that we
should not be experiencing the trouble
that prevails to-day. Tt is the easiest
thing in the world to inecrease ex-
penditure, and often a good case can be
made out for increased expenditure, but to
reduce expenditure is the hardest joh in the
world. It is so difficult to get depariments
to curtail expenditare and it is equally difi-
euli to get people who have rveceived social
ot other benefits to forego those advantages.
I give eredit to all Governments for their
efforts to reduce expenditure, hecause they
have effected many reductions. Some of
them, however, were unnecessary, and in the
interests of the people should not have heen
made, What I objeet to is that the Pre-
mier is always blaming the Federal Gov-
ernment for the State’s difficulties, charging
them with extravagance and fastening on to
them the respousibility for the deficit and
for striking a blow at tbe nation. If the
Premier were honest, he might well admit
that the State Government, in common with
other Governments have been extravagant.
One would think, to read the Premier's
statements, that in Western Australia every-
thing in the garden was lovely, parficularly
as regards the redoetion of expenditure,
and that the Federal Government were the
only people to blame. It must be admiited
that the responsibilities of the Federal Gov-
ernment are at least equal to, if not more
onerous than, those of the State Govern-
ment, taking into consideration the war debt
and the eost of pensions, the maternity
bonus, ete. On a per capita basis the de-
fieit of the State is equal to that of the
Commonwealth at the present time. The
deficits of hoth Governments are equal to
about £2 10s, per head of the respective
populations. To read his statements, one
would think the Premier was a paragon of
virtue aud thrift, and that the Prime
Minister was the personification of extrava-
gance, but as T have pointed out the deficit
of each Government works out almest exactly
the same per head of population. So it is
of 1o use the Premier pointing the finger of
scorn at the Federal Government and hlam-
ing them for all sorts of exiravangance
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when the State is in a precisely similar posi-
fion.

The Minister-for Lands: I think our
seeurities are better than theirs.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Of course they
are better, in the sense that most of the
money we have borrowed has been expended
on public utilities and works of value, but
the Minister would not suggest that the Fed-
eral Government should not have incurred
the war debt, or that we are not responsible
for the interest due on the war debt. The
war debt is certainly unproductive expendi-
ture. As the Leader of the Opposition
pointed out, the Federal Government are
in the position of having to find interest
on a buge unproductive debt, and conse-
quently they have to raise an enormous
amount of mmoney to meet the interest pay-
ments.

Hon. I’. Collier: They had no public debt
of any consequence before 1914,

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: No; they even
built some public works out of trust funds.

The Minister for Lands: They have in-
curred a tremendous debt since the war,
apart from the war debt.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : We all agree on
that.

Hon. P. Collier: So have the State Gov-
ernments, during the last eight or .nine
years,

The Minister for Railways: It has been
incurred. There it is. What are you going
to do about it?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Ancther matter
on which the Premier is always harping and
making statements to the Press in Perth,
Kalgoorlie, Cook, Deakin or other of the
Trans-line stations when he is travelling to
and from the Eastern States, is the Finan-
cial Agreement. He attributes a great pro-
portion of our trouble to the fact that we
became a party to the Financial Agreement.

Mr. SBampson: They were flue statements
that kept us in touch with affairs.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: They were fine
statements to hoodwink the people and dis-
tract their attention from the State Govern-
ment’s shorteomings. The Premier pointed
to the sbortecomings of the Federal Govern-
ment in order to cover up what I might
term his ovwm misdemeanours in the way of
creating a deficit. Our deficit at the present
time is about £1,500,000. and it would have
been over #£2,000.000 Lut for the relief
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the State is reeeiving. under the Financial
Agreement, Instead of the Premier blaming
the Finaneial Agreement and declaring
we should get out of it, he should show
that it is responsible at least for half
a million less expenditure than would
otherwise have had to De incurred by
the State, owing to the incidence of
reduced payments made possible under the
new arrangement. The Premier also blames
the Financial Agreement because he has
no freedom to raise money. I do not
think it would make mueh difference to us
if we had the right to raise loans. We would
not be in a better position than the other
States. It is, I think, truz that all the States
making up the Loan Council would be agree-
able to any one State raising money if it
could do so either within Australia or out-
side. The Loan Couneil would fall over
itself fo agree to any State going on the
London market at eitber t or 7 per cent.

The Minister for Railways: I am sure
they would not agree.  They deeclined to
permit the Premier to do it.

Hon. J. €. WILLCOCK: I bave had some
experience of Loan Couneils.

Hon. P. Collier: The States declined to
permit him but the Federal Government did
not do so. The Loan Council consists of
representatives of the States.

The Minister for Railways: 1 did not say
the Federal Government had declined.

Hon. P. Cellier: But the Premier keeps
on saying the Federal Government would not
allow it.

The Minister for Lands:
agrement prevents it.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCL : With the Loan
Council it is a question of its financial ad-
visers saying that it is impossible to raise
money under present conditions. It is not
a matter of declining to allow the States o
make the atiempt. The Lcan Couneil would

He 3aid the

* fall over itself to agree to any State raising

money at 6 per cent. anywhere in the world;
it would be such a good thing for Australia
if money eould be borrowed outside so that
it might have & radical cffect upon the ex-
change position. The exchange alone is re-
sponsible for about one-third of the deficits
of the Federal and State Governments.

The Minister for Railways: The Loan
Council declined to permit any State to bor-
TOW money.

Hon. P. Collier: Becaunse the money is not
availahle overseas.
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The Minister. for Railways: That is dif-
ferent from the way the hon. member is
putting it.

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK: The Premier
says if it were not for the Financial Apgree-
ment we could gef money overseas; that is
the burden of his story. He says our credit
is so good in the Old Country that for this
and sentimental reasons the people there
would support us and lend us the money.

The Minister for Railways: No one can
deny that, bui no one ean prove it, as things
are.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : Tt can be proved
if we look at the price of our stocks on the
London market.

Hon. P. Collier: Ours are not as good as
the Federal stock.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Our 6 per cent.
stock is quoted at a little over £70, and gives
an average return of about 9 per cent. for
anyone who desires to invest money in West-
ern Australian securities. British Govera-
ment 5 per cent. stock stands at about £103.
Can it be imagined that if we went on the
market for money at 6 per eent. we would
get anyone fo show an interest in our pros-
pectus when we have other stocks showing
a @ per cent, return?  People who have
travelled abroad from Australia and public
men in Anstralin have declared that Aus-
tralia is willing and anxious and filled with
a desire to meet her oblizations, but we are
not believed abroad. If we were believed
our stocks would stand at a higher figure.
Some Australian stocks are guoted at less
than £50 for a £100 bond. 1t is said that
when stock falls below half its value ifs
seeurity is regarded as unsound. I have mno
desire to decry Australian securities, T am
merely pointing out these things in contra-
diction of the statement of the Premier that,
but for the Loan Counci! and the Financial
Agreement, we should get money. Earlier
in the session we dealt with legislation that
was to get round the Loan Council, so that
we eould borrow money curselves and use it
for the development of the State. The
Premier hrought down a Bill, and {o-day the
Acting Premier laid some regulations on the
Table dealing with the Industrial Develop-
ment Board, We passed the legislation to
enable us to go on the market with-
out the authority of the Loan Couneil but
nothing has been done. Some of us on this
side of the House said it was useless to pass
it, and that the Premier would not dare to
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go on the market in the circumstances. So
far the Premier has not kad toe courage to
take that course, and has nict been game t9
avail himself of the opportunity thus
afforded. The regulations I speak of ensble
the Government to sell debentures on behalf
of the Industrial Development Board, but
there has heen no talk of going on the mar-
ket either locally 6ér overseas. There is much
point in the statement of the Leader of the
Opposition that interest is of paramount
importanee to ¢ur financial well-being. For
years we have not only increased our in-
debtedness but inereased the rate of our in-
terest with every fresh loan we have raised.
We have constantly converted loans at a
higher rate so that our interest payments
have gone on inereasing. It is not so mueh
the debts we have incurred in Australia as
it is the raising of the rate of interest thav
gives us so mueh trouble. Twelve or 14
yvears ago the average rate of interest was
334 or 4 per cent., but to-day it is about 5
per cent. One per cent. on £11,000,000
makes an enormous differeree in our interest
pavments. It is in this direction that the
Federal Government have done excellent
work for Australia. Time and agein they
have declined to be a party to any financial
readjustment or to an alteration of the con-
ditions under which we operate in Australia
unless interest payments were included. Sir
Otto Niemeyer and other authorities have
said we ought to balance ounr Budgets by
decreasing our expenditure and by retrench-
ment. It has been said that because ou-
loans were raised at a certain rate of in-
terest a contract existed between the Gov-
ernments and the bondholders to pay that
rate, and it could not be altered. Despite
a great deal of misrepresentation, the Fed-
eral Government have stood fast by their
view. They said there must be a readjust-
ment of interest payments before any other
adjustment eould be made. That which was
said to be cntirely umpossible has now been
agreed fo by economists, bank managers,
Premiers, insuranee companies, bondholders,
and all who are participating in the present
negotiations. They now Lelieve it is possible
to reduce the interest payments.

The Chief Secretary: For internal loans.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Those who are
Lostile te the present Federal Governmenl
did not lay any stress upon internal louns.
They said we could not get out of our eon-
tract to pay a certain rate of interest. The
Government have performed a great national
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service to Australia by insisting as they
have done on a reduction of the infterest
payments before they will agree fo any
other rearrangement of fthe general condi-
tions. The financial people of Australia ave
new in sueh a frame of mind that in the
intevests of the nation they have agreed
there must he a revision of the position, and
a reduction in the rates of interest paid. Tt
is this interest burden which is pressing so
heavily upon the people and has so much to
do with the present financial erisis. When
that diffienlty is overcome the country will
be so much better off. Notwithstanding
some shortcomings the Federal Government
have done a tremendous service to the ~oun-
try by the aititude thev have adopted in
this matter. for, by their insistencc they
have brought people to a frame of mind
when they are prepared to agree fo redie-
ing the rate of interest, thus rehabililating
the finances of the nation.

The Minister for Lands: Our own Pre-
mier has done a lot in that direction.

My, Marshall: No. He was one of those
that stuck out hardest against any inter-
ference with interest.

Bon, 4. C, WILLCOCK: The Chiet Sec-
retary, by his interjection, seemed to imply
that possibly sowmething of the kind could
be doue as to imternal loans only. Dut
is there not a possibility of some reduztion
as regards external loans? People in con-
trol of finunce, when fimes of stress come
along, are not so much eoncerned about re-
duction of dividends or interest provided
that capital is kept intaect. That is why the
financial interests of the Eastern States ave
apparently ready to agree to reduetion of
interest. Thonsands of people having shaves
in industrial enterprises at the present time
and receiving no dividends, are eompara-
tively satisfied so long as the value of their
asset does not deerease and the eapital in-
vested scems likely to be conserved. It is
equally feastble that if Australian financial
interests can be brought to that frame of
mind, something similar may be arrived at
regarding our overseas indebtedness. The
Premier, in discussing oversea indebfedness,
implied that it would be impossible to make
any alteration whatever in the eontract;
hut when the Financial Agreement came into
existence, it affected materially owr sinking
fond payments overseas. A radical altera-
tion was made in the incidence of sinking
fund pavments, and T helieve there was no
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opposition whatever from any finaneial m-
terest in London, despite the serious de-
purtnre from the terms of the contract az
te sinking fund payments.

The Minister for Lands: It would be difii-
cult to get the bondholders together to agree
te a reduced rate of interest.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCIK: The Leader of
the Opposition in the Federal Parliament is
always harping on the fact that a tremen-
dous proportion of our overseas indebted-
ness is held by small middle-class people.
I do not believe that to be a fact. Just as in
Australia a small number of finaneial in-
terests own fwo-thirds of our stocks,
so in England a ecomparative handful
of people own the bulk of Aunstralian
stacks held overseas. In the eourse of a
finaneial debate held four or five months
ago, 1 mentioned that it was possible to set
the hall volling as to decreased inferest pax-
ments, and that one methiod of relieving the
States of considerable strain was to make
an agrecment hetween them as to savings
bank interest. T see there is now a definite
announcement to the effect that interest on
savings hank accomnts is to be reduced hy
ohe per cent.

Hon. P. Collier: Subject to a correspond-
ing reduction by the Assoeiated Banks.

Hon. J. C, WILLCOCK : That is a highlv
necessary safegnard. I pointed ont to the
Premier some months ago the advisableness
of taking such a step. T agree that the
majority of depositors in the savings bank
will not feel the loss of interest very much,
because it represents only about 7s. or 8s.
vearly on the average account in this
State, which would be £33 or £40,
Tt is thought that moeney would be with-
drawn from the savings hanks if the interest
rate was lower. Money withdrawn wonld
bave to be put into bonds or into industry,
and thus would do considerable service.
8till, the Government would be much em-
barrassed if there were considerable with-
drawals from our savings bank, becanse the
Agricultural Bank and other institutions are
financed from savings bank deposits. If is
rather a serious aspect of our public finance
that during the last eight or nine months the
excess of withdrawals over deposits in our
savings bank has been half a million. We
are half a million pounds down in deposits
as compared with withdrawals. Tlere is
only ome other aspeet of finanee I wish tc
deal with, and that is the hanking institu-
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tions of Australia. They have set them-
selves to eriticise adversely the arctions of
Governments during the past twe or three
year~. The Dank of New Sounth Wales, the
National Bank. and varvious pastoral com-
pauie; have all heen lecturing the Govern-
ments as to the manner in which they ear-
ried out their functions during the last two
or three vears. It it can he said that the
Governments have been to blame as regards
the advancing of credit to the people, the
banks are even more blameworthy. All over
Auwstralia, and particularly in this State,
four or five years ago there was an absolute
avalanche of credit for anybody who wanted
it for any purpose. In (deraldton alone two
or three new banks set up branches, and
money was available to anybody on almost
any conditions. Bankers certainly saw to it
that the seeurity was fairly good, but they
took no notice of the purpoese for which the
money advanced was going fo be used.
Bankers, being charged with the responsi-
bility of making credils available to the
people, should live up to that responsibility
and make credits available only for the pur-
poze of produection. The outstanding factor
in connection with loans from banks should
not he whether or not elients possess
adequate security but whether the clients
desive their overdrafts in order fo Inrther
production. Onr trouble has arisen from the
facr thai people have obtained overdratis
and instead of treating them as loans rr. be
vepaid, have proceeded to deal with their
overdrafts as income, and have snent as
much money ns thev could secure. The
hanks exercised no preventive influence along
those lines until two years ago, irrespective
of to what use the money was being put. T
do not desire to disenss the gold standard or
the hoarding of gold in various parts ot the
world, except to say that it appears to me
there is a general desire in various countries
to gei away from the gold standard and to
substitute another standard based on com-
modity values. When speaking regarding
commodity values in relation to the gold
standard some four or five months back, I
pointed out that three vears ago, Australia
produced sufficient wheat to pay the whole
of her overseas liabilities for interest. Not-
withstanding the fact that since then our
production of wheat has increased by 50
per cent., we can now pay but half of our
overseas interest indebfedness with our total
wheat production. That means that we must
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produce three times the quantity of wheat
we secured fhree years ago in order to meet
the =ame liabilitv. That should surely
furnish support for those who urge a
reasonable re-arrangement of standards by
the adoption of commodity values in lieu of
the gold standard. I understand that serious
consideration i« being given to that phase
by economists throughout the world who see
the advisability of getting away from the
gold standard. Such a move should appeal
to the people of a country like Australia
which depends upon production to meet its
liabilities overseas.  Withont some such
arrangement, it does not appear that we
shall be ahle to meet them. Before I
conelude, T wish to say a word or two
ahont uncmployment. In common with
the Leader of the Opposition, I do net
desire to keep on havping upon the
fact that the Premier has broken his
promises to find work for all, to right
the finances, to balance the budget, and so
on. I do not wish to remind him that he
said, ‘*We did it before, and will do it
again.”” The only sad feature about the
Premier is that he is still unvepentant. He
will not admit that he was either woefully
ignorant of facts that any thinking man
should have been aware of, or that he de-
liberately hoodwinked the people. It was
either one thing or the other. Either he
was ignorant of facts— .

Hon. P. Collier: And, of course, he was
not.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: No; or else he
tried to hoodwink the people. It would
save the Premier an awful lot of eriticism
if he would hut admit that it was impos-
sihle for him to carry out his promises.

The Minister for Railways: Save himself
from eriticism! I doubt that,

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: With a man
possessing the temperament of the Pre-
mier, I do not suppose it would be easy
to get him to admit any such thing, but
the position is apparent to everyone.

Mr. Kenneally: It iz so mueh easier to
attack Federation all the while.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : I have already
pointed out that the Premier is always ad-
versely  eriticising the Commonwealth
whereas, in fact, our deficit per head of
the people is equal to that of the Common-
wealth, I am aware that it is difficult to
find money for sustenance, but what money
can be secured for that purposs should be



3148

utilised {o at least preserve the assets of
the State. The Government would be well
advised io spend money in other directions.
T do not object to them giving money to the
local authorities. I commend them for ad-
opting that course, if they cannot find any
other outlet. As a former JMinister for
Railways, I know any number of ways open
for the expenditure of money that would
be of advantage to the State. If the Gov-
ernment ean provide mongy for the local
authorities to spend, why not provide some
for the Railway Department?

The Minister for Railways: Because the
department could not use it.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Couldn’t it? It
the Minister were to get into touch with
the Commissioner of Railways, he could
ascertain the position.

Hon. P. Collier: What about regrading
and reducing working costs?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : If the Ministey
were to get into touch with the Commis-
sioner of Railways, he could easily ascer-
tain that if money were made available to
that department and not debited to depart-
mental working expenses

The Minister for Railways: Can you not
see that if that could be done as sustenance
work, there would be sufficient money avail-
able to keep the men at work?

Hon. J. €. WILLCOCK: I was not deal-
ing with that point.

The Minister for Railways: The Commis-
sioner of Railways could not employ the
men under the same conditions that the
local authorities ecan. In every instance,
the Commissioner is working under an
award, and he cannof ration the men.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: 1 am not talking
about rationing.

The Minister for Railways: We eannot
find the money necessary to enable men to
work full time; it takes us all our time
to provide money for sustemance work.

Hon. P. Collier: But you have tramway
men working part time.

The Minister for Railways: Ask the rail-
way men, if they will consent ta that.

Hon. P. Collier: I think they would.

The Minister for Railways: They were
asked to do so, and they positively refused.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : The Government
could employ men for two or three weeks
on casnal work and then lef them stand
down for a week, just as is'being done with
work at Harvey, Waroona, Wanneroo and
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at other places. That could be done in con-
nection with the railways,

The Minister for Railways: No.

Hon. P. Collier: That would not be 1n
contravention of the award.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Hon, P. Collier: Not for casual work.

My, Kenneally: Of course not. That is
specially provided for in every award.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : I can refer fo

the position in my own distriet, which

1 know hest, although I bave con-
siderable information in my possession
regarding the railway service generally.

Take the Northern district from Geraldton
to Mogoet and out to Perenjori on the
Wongan Hills line. Prior to the recent
rains, owing to the faet that the catchment
areas for the railway water supplies had
not received attention, there was a water
shortage, with the result that several water
trains had to be run weekly, This incon-
venienced the ordinary railway running.
Owing to the catchment areas not having
been ecleaned up and the drains cleared,
there was not sufficient water in the dams.
Although that work reguired atiention, the
Government at the same time were making
available considerable sums of money to the
local aunthorities to spend. It woull have
been much better for the Government i
some of that money had been given to the
Railway Department for the purpose of
cleaning the catchment areas. That would
have meant a considerable saving in work-
ing expenses.

The Minister for Railways: Every Gov-
ernment department is in a position to get
sustenance work money, just as are the
local hodies. The only thing we insist on
is that the work for whick the money is
reguired shall be in the interests of the com-
munity, and not serve merely private in-
terests.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: The trouble is
that money spent by the Railway Depart-
ment is regarded as sacrosanct and must be
debited against revenue.

The Minister for Railways: The Commis-
sioner submitted several schemes, some of
which have been approved.

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK: T sugpest there
is a fertile field for the expenditure of money
in the conservation of water supplies in the
outback areas, and I have already given
some instances to prove that statement. I
know from my own experience of the Rail-
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way Department that when the original
water supply was put down at Canna, half
an inch or three-quarters of an inch of rain
resulted in the impounding of over a mil-
lion gallons of water. But for several years
nothing has been done in that area, and con-
sequently the creeks and channels have heen
blocked up and the running of the wauler
cbstructed. So good was this catehmeni aren
seven or eight years ago that the Govern-
ment put down an extra dam, and since
that time the original dam has not heen
half full. There is room there for a good
deal of effective casual work. Also, as the
Leader of the Opposition mentioned, re-
grading should be undertaken, but not with
the idea that the expenditure must be dehite.l
to the Railway Department. Why should
we not expend some of this sustenaner
money in our own departments, rather than
distribuie it all to the local authorities? One
phase of this sustenance with which T do
not agree is that if one works for a Farmer
he is paid 15s. per week, whereas if he
works in any other capacity he gets only
7s. per week. The 13s. paid in the farming
industry should apply equally in the min-
ing industry. If it is good business to allow
a farmer 15s. per week for the purpose of
paying sustenance, it is equally good to ex-
tend it to the working miner. In my own
district a man producing lead is producing
a commodity that ultimately will hecome
valuable, and all that he requires in the
meantime is sustenance to carry him on.
He is over 15 miles from the rail head and
14 miles from the nearest town, so in his
instance 7s. per week would be useless. If
the money can be issued to employers, even
in segondary industries, to employ men in
a productive capacity, I do not see why the
farmers should he the only people to be
furnished with Government money. If
we are to adapt the principle o
the farming industry, we should adapt it
also to other forms of production, for
it means then the creation of wealth.
I do not see much sense in advancing
money for the clearing of footpaths, which
does not affect the productive capacity of
our State in any shape or form.

The Minister for Railways: There is an-
other aspeet of that.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Yes, and the
Minister requires to be very careful about
it.
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The Minister for Railways: In granting
sustenance to local aunthorities we stipulate
that it shall be for the employment of
married men resident in the distriect. Da
you object to that?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCE: I am not cavil-
ling at the issue of the money to local
authorities, for I agree that they can make
good use of it. But the obvious duty of any
Government is to increase the production
of wealth, whether on the farm, in the mine
or in the factory. That is much better than
merely shifting sand from one place to
another. I am not ecriticising the Minis-
ter, but am merely giving it as my opimon
that if the prineiple is good in respect of
farming, it is equally good in respect of
any other industry. The time is coming
when we shall have to do a litile more tor
our unemployed, whose position is very
seripus. Those of the unemployed who have
had any assets are spending the result of
their thrift. During the last 10 months
half a million of money has been with-
drawn from the savings banks. It means
that praetically 50,000 people have each
withdrawn £10 from the banks. From that
we can reason that they must be reaching
the end of their resources and will not be
able to continue on bare susterance. I do
not wish to suggest that there is going to
be any disorder, but I know the position
is becoming desperate for many of the un-
employed. T am not criticising what the
Government have done for the unemployed.
But even though it compares favourably
with what has been done in the Eastern
States, I say the time is drawing near when
we shall have to do a little more than we
have done in,the past.

The Minister for Railways: If only we
could classify the deserving and the un-
deserving, the problem would be simplified.
Certain men whom we provide with meal
and bed tickets rush off and buy cigarettes
and other rubbish with the money.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: While no doubt
there are some who would do that, a con-
siderable section of the uremployed is suffer-
ing severely. This side of the House, I am
sure, would support the Minister in any
action he micht take against persons receiv-
ing sustenance and frittering the money
away on non-essentials. After all, the
amount provided for sustenance is not suffi-
cient fo maintain » man properly, and if
people are so foolish as te waste the money
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given them, we on thix side will readily sup-
port the Guvernment in decluving that those
people shall not zet any further sustenance
for the time being. T do not hold with any-
one receiving sustenance and noi making the
best use of it, and ] commend the Minister
for making commodities available in whole-
sale quantities in order that the best results
shall be obtained from sustenance expendi-
ture. I think the time has avrived when the
Job has grown too big for private charitable
organisations. Those organisations might
have been all right 12 months ago, but it is
time the Government seriously considered
taking over the management of relief funds
and ensured that they are cexpended in a
proper manner.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.31]: In my
opinion this Parliament cannot do very
nauch to alleviate the difficult position that
exists, Our difliculties are mostly due to
Tederation. 1t has been urged that the re-
duction of importations will have n good
effect, but I take a different view. A reduc-
tion of importations must surely have a bad
effect. QOur desire should he to encourage
inter-trading and do all we can to bring
about reciprocity hbetween this and vther
eountries.

Mr. Kenneally: Cheap labour and cheap
labourers? Is that your idea?

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member may
think that that provides the solution but I
have not said so.

Mr. Kenneally: Yes, vou advocated the
importation of eheap labourers.

Mr. SAMPSON: What is that quotation,
“‘Home keeping youth hath ever homely
wit”? The hon. member’s knowledge should
teach him that Australia’s allegedly high
standard of living is not higher than the
standard in other countries. The were re-
ceipt of a certain number of pounds sterling
per week does not ensure to the recipient an
improved standard of living.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course that is absurd.
The bon. member knows that our standard
has been higher than that of any country in
Europe.

Mr. SAMI’SON: There are other coun-
tries besides Europe.

My. Kenneally: Te does not know.

Mr. SAMPSOX: Those who have visited
Europe know that the standard there com-
pares favourably with that in many parts of
Australia.
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Hon. P. Collier : Only for the wealthy
people.

Mr. SAMPSOX: [ do not agree with that.

Hon. P. Collier: Not for the masses.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member has
travelled through the State and he knows
that the standard of living in many country
centres is nothing to boast about.

Hon. P. Collier: Not just at the moment.

Mr. SAMPSON: It has become a plati-
tude to say that the standard of living here
is high.

Hon. P. Collier: It has been a fruth.

Mr. SAMPSON: Let us hope it is. Our
people labour under a greaf disability be-
cause of the high cost of living. It is not
# matter of the people living high; the
costs they bave to meet are in excess of
what should he necessary. That has been
brought about largely, if not entirely, by
Federation. The Commonwealtli has adopted
the policy of exceptionally high protection,
and the result is that we are unable, except
by the expenditure of more pounds than
is neecessary in other countries, fo provide
that reasonable measure of comfort which
human beings throughout the world desire.
I should like to refer to the efforts put
forth by the United States of Amerien.
California, not many weeks ago, despatehed
a number of ambassadors to other countries
to seek new markets for fruit, meat and
other products, and I believe a considerable
measure of success was obtained. We in
Australia fail to do that. Even New Zealand
has to depend for imports mainly upon
California; yet it is ecomparatively close to
Australia. Markets for fruit are being
opened up by California in Java, Singapore,
Chipa and other far-eastern countries. Cali-
foraia is focussing on this essentizl work so
that her products may be distributed.

Hon. P. Collier: Why do not we open
up markets in Java for our frunit?

Mr. SAMPSON: That is an obligation
on the Government.

Hon. P. Collier: Why, we sent a whole
shipload of people there a few years ago.

Mr. SAMPSON: T am unaware of tihe
personnel of the shipload.

Hon. P. Collier: The present Minister for
Railways was the leader of the varty.
About 80 ambassadors went from Western
Australia to Java in the State ship “Kan-
garoo.”

Mr. SAMPSON:
more of a health trip.

I understood it was
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Hon. P. Collier: I did not hear of any
trade following the visit.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 did not hear of im-
proved trade following the trip of the
Leader of the Opposition to Java.

Hon. P. Collier: I did not zo for that
purpose,

Mr, SAMPSOXN: Perhaps the vther parviy
went with the same object as did the Leader
of the Opposition.

Mr. Kenneally:
AMalta.

Mr, SAMPSON: They did
Malta.

The Minister for Lands: They could not
very well do so.

Mr. SAMPSON: Malta affords a wonder-
ful object lesson. That little island exporis
potatoes to the Old Country.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not diseussing
Malta. T have given the hon. member con-
siderable latitude, I ask him to adhere to
the statement before the Chair.

Mr. SBAMPSON: I am attempting to show
that Australin does not take advantage of
the opportunities that nature, climate, and
situation give her.

Hon. P. Collier: Assuming that is so, te
what do vou atiribute that fact, if it is a
fact?

Mr. SAMPSON : Instead of the Common-
wealth levying heavy duties and endeavour-
ing to secure the salvation of the eomntry
through high protection, we should develop
our natural industries and extend the mar-
kets for our primary produoets.

1lon. P, Collier: Bui America is a conntry
of high protection.

Mr. SAMPSON: If my idea were adopted
there would be a better feeling hetween this
and other countries, and the prodnets of
other countries wonld be brought into Aus-
tralia in exchange for ours. However, I
must not deal with that matter at great
length because I notice that you, Mr.
Speaker. doubt the propriety of my pro-
ceeding along those lines.

Mr. Kenneally: The Speaker bas no
doubt on the point.

Mr. SAMPSON: Even if I could convert
the member for East Perth to take a broader
view, I would feel that the time had not been
entirely lost. Our great difficulty is to re-
tain our farmers on the land. We shall
retairt them on the land when we realise the
difficulties with which they are confronted
and when the Federal Parliament reviews

They did not stop at

not reach
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the high protective duties with which the
primary producers are saddled. I am glad
it is proposed to reduce interest charges,
That, T consider, is 2 reasonable proposition.
As regards the State Savings Bank, I have
come to the conclusion that the inerease of
the interest rate was not justified. Let me
pay a tribute to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion for the success that attended his efforts,
while Premier, to secnre a large amount of
deposits for the State Savings Bank. Stil,
I consider that the payment of interest on
amounts in excess of a eertain sum was not
justified. It appeared all right, but I do not
think from the standpoint of returns, it was
satisfactory to the State.

Hon. P. Collier: We were forced to do it
heeanse of the action of the Federal Govern-
ment.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am aware of that, I
lhope when the secession matter is again
dealy with, the Leader of the Opposition will
remind me that we are always being assailed
by the Federal Government, hy Federal
utilities and trading concerns operating
against us. The question of the construe-
tion and maintenance of main roads along-
side our railways has been referred to on
many oceasions, but it is like the voice of
one crying in the wilderness. It must re-
ceive consideration.

AMr. SPEAKER: Does not the hon. mem-
her think that is ontside the scope of the
financial statement?

Aly, SAMPSON: Only if you, Sir, think
it is. Our finance is bound up in these com-
paratively everyday matters. 1 leave it to
those giants of finance, the Premier, the
Deputy Premicr, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the member for Geraldton, to dis-
euss finance in all its intricacies. If we could
handle production, approve the construetion
of railways only when cireumstances justify
themn, force into use unutilised land, and
cease constructing roads io the detriment of
our railway service, perhaps the rest of what
we desire would come to us.

AMr. Hegney: You will become a socialist
if vou go on like that.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am prepared to be
socialistic regarding ihe railways so long ns
nothing unfair, tyrannieal, or anreasonable
is done in connection with our bus and taxi
services,

Mr. Hegney: How are you to foree land
alongside the railways into cultivation ?
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Mr. SAMPSON: I am sure the hon. mem-
ber would support any measure for closer
settlement that would force such land into
nse. Are the words and writings of the late
Mr. Morrison, who made his mark in the
local literary world, to be wasted or are they
to be acted upon? If they were acted upon,
Western Australia would be the better for
g0 doing. Unnecessary railways have been
constructed. There is & suspicion that the
Denmark-Nornalup railway was constrneted
without justification. Statements have been
made that the motor truck service operating
between those puints i3 quite sufficient.

Mr. Wansbrough: Why pick on Den-
mark?

Mr. SAMPSON: Because it is an ex-
ample of railways that have been built witk-
out justification.

Mr. Wansbrough: It was almost 2 com-
pulsory railway.

Mr. SAMPSON: With regard to tram-
way construction T urge——

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is delivering an Address-in-reply speech.
His remarks at the moment are outside the
four corners of the subject matter of the
debate. The Premier said it was his inten-
tion to make a financial statement showing
what the Loan Council were doing to assist
the financial position of Australia. It ap-
pears to me that the debate is drifting into
a general discussion upon everything under
the sun. I must ask the hon. member to con-
fine his remarks to the statements made by
the Premier, who was followed so ably by
the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. SAMPSON: In my opinion the Gov-
ernment wounld conserve the finances if they
refrained from constructing new tram routes
in distriets where there is insufficient justifi-
cation for them. Trams are becoming obso-
lete and some saving might be effected if
that were recognised by the Government,
An extension of the electricity supplies for
power purposes would be Lruly reproductive,
and lead to the creation of national wenlth
by those who used them. [ hope the Govern-
ment will, if finances permit, see the wisdom
of extending -electricity to those districts
where primary production ean be so much
developed by using them.

Hon. P. Collier: You would not suggest
any particular direction?

Mr, SAMPSON: It would not be wise to
do so at this juncture. If we rely solely
upon a policy of borrowing mouney, this
country will not get very far. There has
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been o frenzied desire in this direction on
the part of many Governinents. I hope that
policy will soon be dropped. We must com-
pete with other countries, and o do that
must reduee our high protective policy.
We must also be more self-reliant and be
prepared to get along with less borrowed
money. We must also reduce the cost of
production. Some effort should be made to
resist the policy of holding up land that
would otherwise be used in the production
of apples. Our apple industry would de-
velop considerably if it were assisted in
the right way. In Germany, Austria and
other parts of Hurope, our apples are well
known. Unfortunately the Forests Depart-
ment look with a jealous eye upon land
which would be very suitable for apple
growing, With the member for Nelson and
others representing fruit-growing elector-
ates I am very much disecouraged. I should
like to have said something about
sustenance, but I am doubtful whether
I can do se on this occasion. A poliey
which denies Government work to those
not in reeeipt of sustennnce must, I am
sure, be giving the . Minister con-
trolling unemployment mueh concern,
I have wondered whether it might not be
worth while to consider the giving of Gov-
ernment work to those not in receipt of Gov-
ernment assistance, and I venture to suggest
that if that were done it would have the
effect of building up in those men an even
greater spirit of self-reliunce than they at
present may possess. But the policy of
declaring that only those who receive susten-
ance will receive Government work has the
effect, in my opinion, of undermining what
is Dbest in the manhood of the State,

Mr. Wansbrough: The men want work.

Mr. SAMPSON : Yes, and I am most
anxious that they shonld have weork. But
there is this other aspecr, that alxo those who
dn not receive sustenunce ~honld reeeive con-
sideration, because there ave in this eountyv
men and women very anxions indeed to oh-
tain work but unwilling Lo wecept it at the
prive of what they regard as charity., 1n the
early part of this session a resolution was
carried agreeing thal the State trading eon-
cerns should Dbe sold.

Mr. Kenneally: No sueh thing.

Mr. SAMPSON: A resolution was earried
making it possible for the Government to
dispose of the State trading concerns. 1 .
venture to suggest that notwithstanding that
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times are abnormal, an announcement by the
(Government that they are prepared to eon-
sider the purchase of any one or more of
those concerns would be weleome.

Hon. P, Collier: What a time to sell, when
there are no buyers for anything!

Mr. SAMPSON: One never knows.
Hon. P, Collier: Oh!

Mr. SAMPSOXN: It would show a readi-
ness——

Hon. P. Collier: To sacrifice!
Mr. SAMPSON : —to do what Parlia-
ment has approved of.

On motion hy Hon. 8. W. Munsie, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 1054 p.m.
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QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT
RELIET.

Sustenance Payment Methods.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it a faet that only one child
of those over the age of 14 years of each
unemployed family is allowed to draw
rations? 2, Is there any other source from
which these children can obtain sustenance?
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3, Is it a fact that Greeks and Ttalians and
other foreigners are being paid sustenance
by the Government? 4, If so, can the Gov-
ernment define their attitude in refusing
sustenance to Britishers although paying
sustenance to foreigners?

The MINISTER FQOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, It is considered in large
families the ration is sufficient to provide
for such cases. 3, Yes; in accordance with
accepted British practice so contrary fo most
foreign countries. 4, Sustenance is not re-
fused to qualified persons.

QUESTION—HERDSMAN'S LAKE,
HOUSING SCHEME.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, How many houses have been
erceted to date under the Government hous-
ing scheme at Herdsman’s Lake? 2, What
was the total cost of the honses? 3, From
what source was money made available for
the erection of the houses?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Forty. 2, £10,220. 3, General Loan
Fund.

QUESTION-—LAND AND HOMES, LTD.

Mr. CORBOY asked the Chief Secretary:
1, Was an application from Land and
Homes, Ltd., received for a license under the
Land Agents Act? 2, Was any objection
lodged to the issue of such license? 3, If se,
by whom? 4, Wasg any such application, as
a result of police objection, subsequently .
withdrawn ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied :
1, (a) An application was received, and a
license granted for 1928; (b) an applica-
tion was received, and a license granted for
1929; (e) an application was received for
1930. 2, As regards (a)} and (b}, No. A=
regards {c), a notice of intention to oppose
was lodged with the Clerk of Petty Sessions.
3, By the police. 4, After notification of the
intended objection had Deen served, tle
applicants’ solicitors withdrew the applica-
tion and notified the Clerk of Petty Sessions
that no license was necessary inasmuch as
their elients sell their own land, do not act
as agents, and consequently are not bound
to hold a license.



